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Course Description: 

Drama 2 is a standards-based, year-long class open to students recommended by their previous Drama teacher.  In Drama 2, students study styles of acting and the history of the theater from the Greeks to the Modern playwrights. Students participate in group and individual activities in body control, voice, diction and pantomime. The creation of characters, projection of ideas and expression of emotions are also practiced when preparing scenes and monologues.  Students develop language skills through reading, interpreting and analyzing dramatic literature (including Shakespeare); writing critiques and scenes; exercising critical listening and effective speaking skills.  The course also supports and develops the LHHS Vision Statement and the ESLR’s: 
Laguna Hills High School Vision Statement
Through the cooperative involvement of all students, staff, parents and the community, Laguna Hills High School will strive to provide each student with the academic skills, knowledge and values needed to become active and contributing members of our global society.

Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLR’s)

H
-
Honorable and hardworking students
A
-
Active and contributing members of society
W
-
Wisely seeking to do their best
K
-
Knowledgeable and creative  
S
-
Students who are locally, nationally and internationally aware

S
-
Socially Conscious
O
-
Organized-developing strong work habits and learning to prioritize
A
-
Academically prepared; able to effectively apply speaking, reading, writing, science, and  math skills 

     to meet all curriculum standards
R
-
Respectful and Responsible-making wise decisions and acting

Expectations and Rules:


Respect people—Be attentive and considerate to other performers and supportive to your scene partners. Insulting remarks or derisive attitudes will NOT be tolerated.


Respect property—No food, drinks (except water), or gum in the theater or drama room.  Help keep the classroom, the theatre, and the campus clean.  Keep your feet off of and do not climb over the seats in the theater. Don’t leave your stuff for others to pick up after you, and keep your hands off others’ belongings.


Respect the process—trust your director, allow your classmates room to explore and freedom to make mistakes, do your job, take chances!


Be prepared—Bring materials, bring costumes and props when necessary, memorize lines and be ready to rehearse or perform.


Be diligent—Budget your time. Keep up your grades in all classes to maintain eligibility. Meet deadlines. I will not allow full credit for late work. Projects with advance notice of due date (more than one week) must be turned in or performed on due date whether you attend school that day or not.


Be honest—Do your own work. Cite sources in research projects. Don’t lie to yourself or others.


Be responsible—Clean up and put away all materials you use.  If you fail to properly return props, costumes, tools, or if you don’t wash paintbrushes thoroughly, you will be charged for the replacement of that item.


Be trustworthy—Stay on task. Don’t wander off.  

Materials required for the class:

3-ring binder or portfolio with five dividers labelled “Notes,” “Vocab,” “Tests and Handouts,” “Scripts,” and “Evaluations”

Composition Book (minimum 100 sheets) for journal 

Paper, Pencil and eraser, pen (required daily)

Highlighter or colored pencils, Various props or costumes (occasionally)

Grading:

Performances: 




40%

Written Projects, Tests, Journal, Homework: 
40%

Rehearsals, Work Ethic, Participation:

20%
Textbooks:  


The Stage and the School


Drama for Reading and Performance Collections 1 and 2

What you will do this year in Drama 2…

Performance: 
· Mime/Pantomime and Improvisation
· Scenes and Monologues from each historical period

· Participation in a festival or competition, including showcase performance
· In-class performances for invited audiences
· Puppet Theater and/or Children’s Theater Production

Note:  Students may be required to attend outside of class  for productions or festival preparation.

Writing and Study of Theater
· Theater Reviews: Attend and write one review of a live theater performance per semester at an area theater.  This can be high school, college, community or professional theater
· Journal: Keep a log of observations, reflections, explorations, memories and other thoughts that relate to the actor’s journey.
· History of the Theater: Students will create a research-based projects and performances in a survey of historical periods and genres from Greeks to Modern Theater. They will also become familiar with the different schools of acting.

· Write original scenes, monologues, and adaptations of stories for performance.
Directing and Producing: Students will create a mock season for an invented regional theater, including publicity, budgeting and design for the season.
Technical Theater: Students will practice designing lights, sets, costumes and props, and make-up for different types of performance art.
Careers and Theater

· Show Business and Other Theater-Related Careers:  Students will hear from industry professionals and will research career paths related to theater.

· Audition Preparation: Students will create a resume package and prepare for auditions in the “real world.”
