TO: Advisor and Show Director of Little Women at Laguna Hills
FROM: Heide Janssen

Here are the Cappies reviews for Little Women. There were 33 critics at your show, and up to now we have received 29 reviews. If we receive late reviews, we will forward them to you. 

Please share these reviews with your cast and crew.

Thank you.

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School put on the musical, "Little Women" May 6, 7, 11, 12, 13 at 7 pm and May 7th at 2 pm.  The musical showcases the relationships of the four March sisters to each other, their mother, Marmee, and their romantic interests during the Civil War.  The musical is rich in sentimentality and finds comedy in a most tragic time.  

The four March sisters are extremely dynamic and developed.  Jo March, played by Danielle Bartello, is absolutely astonishing.  Her voice is crystal clear and carries the show.  Her eyes encompass passion and dedication to writing.  She is incredible in her stand-out song, "Astonishing."  Beth March, played by Briana Lawson, is also brilliant.  Her sweet personality and doe-eyed expression suit her character and make it even harder to watch when she dies.  Her voice is absolutely exquisite and her and Jo's duet, "Some Things Are Meant to Be" is extremely sentimental and poignant.  Meg March, played by Collette Astle, is sweet and a good addition to the March sisters.  Amy March, played by McKenna Bisaha, is pure evil and annoyance.  Her character's whiny voice makes her character distinct.  Her and Laurie's duet, played by Devon Maslyn, "Most Amazing Thing" is adorable.  

"Five Forever" is the most fun number to watch.  The March sisters dance around with Laurie Laurence to invite him into their family.  Another stand-out character is Dr. Bayard, who is excellent in keeping his accent throughout the entire show.  Jo and Dr. Bayard have an excellent, awkward chemistry.  The energy is consistently kept high by Jo March.  Marmee March's, played by Ashlee Rouland, motherly character is very believable.

The wigs are excellent in keeping the characters' appearances seem real and their costumes truly illustrate the time period.  The set is great in explaining the scenery as well.  The kite in the "Some Things Are Meant to Be" duet is very distracting.  The musical is sweet and poignant and fun; Laguna Hills High School's "Little Women" is excellent and showcase tremendous talents.

by Gabby Gerstley of Capistrano Valley

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills stuns with production of Little Women

Little Women, a story of four young sisters growing up in the 1960s, finding themselves as women and flourishing their relationships with each other.

Jo March, the leader of the girls, played by Danielle Bartello, helped and supported her sisters throughout the show. Bartello vocals were extremely consistent and very strong, along with her emotional acting. He character really came through in her song "The Fire Within Me".

Beth March, the sweetheart of the sisters, played by Briana Lawson, grabbed the audiences' hearts with her delicate soprano vocals and sweet character. As she got sick in the show, her song "Some Things Are Meant to Be" filled the audiences' eyes with tears, really capturing the effect of her passing away.

Meg March, the gorgeous sister, played by Collette Astle, added charm and humor with her romance involving John Brooke, played by Joshua Garcia.

Amy March, the youngest of the four, played by McKenna Bisaha, captured the perfect snob, whether it came to her acting above the others or jealous of what her older sisters had. Her high pitched voice and whining attitude and temper fits added the effect to her actually being much younger than her sisters.

Marmee March, the wonderful mother, played by Ashlee Rouland, was exquisite in her performance, from scolding Amy, to taking care of Beth, and motivating Jo. Her vocals were flawless and floated beautifully.

Laurie Laurence, Jo's best friend, played by Devon Maslyn, had an awkward, yet cute, nature about him. When he returned in the second act, engaged to Amy, his suave appeared in "The Most Amazing Thing", where he showed his character's growth and maturity. 

The show stealer, Professor Bhaer, played by Alex Sogo, had the most amazing consistency in his German accent. He comedic timing was always spot on, and he perfected even maintaining in accent while singing.

All in all, the cast of Little Women each brought something to the table, creating a beautiful show above the high school level.

by Noelle Carney of Fountain Valley

--------------------------------------------------

Little Women at Laguna Hills High School

Laguna Hills High School’s Performing Arts presents “Little Women”, a musical following the lives of the March sisters. The main character, Jo, strives to become an author due to her talents of writing “Blood and Guts” stories.
Laguna’s very own Danielle Bartello portrays Jo with an amazing sense of accuracy. Her radiant voice and overwhelming energy far surpasses that of a high school actress. Bartello demands the audiences’ attention with her riveting ballads like “The Fire Within Me” while also bringing them to tears with her outstanding acting. While complimenting Bartello, Brianna Lawson nurtures the audience with her soft yet perfect pitch vocals as the character Beth. In the stunning scene between these two, the amount of sniffles from the tearing audience was unimaginable. With their phenomenal acting, the two create the world of “Little Women” and then pull the audience into it.
Along with the acting and vocals, the costuming was exact for every character. Not only fitting period, the costumes added some comedic aspects within the show. It was extremely clear that the costumer knew exactly what period for the show, with the brilliant gowns the girls wore to the ball. Unfortunately, the makeup did lack in some cases but was masked with a wide variety of wigs in use.
 
Finally, the technical aspects of the show were good in the sense it took the audience to another setting with little work, but the dragged out time left them restless. One of the unique technical ideas, was that of the kite flying in the scene at Cape Cod. This idea was well thought out but wasn’t well executed as it became a distraction to the audience. The unit set, with the homely like features, pulled the show together by its roots. Overall, this was a terrific show with a few minor hiccups.


by Stephen Stanec of Huntington Beach APA

--------------------------------------------------

Little Women is Astonishing

The story of four sisters who face trials and tribulations that challenge the very core of what they stand for is brought to life by the students of Laguna Hills High school. They perform the classic musical Little Women with renewed passion and creativity. With a talented cast and crew, the musical adaptation of Louisa May Alcott’s famous March Sisters trials entertains on an emotional level not many high school theaters reach.

Leading this brilliant cast as the spunky Jo March is Danielle Bartello. Her powerful voice astounds audiences while her intense emotion in each number shines through with forceful feeling. In the closing of act I, Bartello commands the stage throughout “Astonishing”, a power ballad of Jo’s future goals as a writer. In a duet with her dying sister Beth, played by Briana Lawson, the genuine grief and hopeful innocence play in “Some Things Are Meant to Be”. The majority of the audience in tears, Lawson and Bartello connect on a deep emotional level that exceeds high school standards.

The combination of all the March sisters was wonderful. They bounce across the stage with the true love of each other in their hearts. They play off of each other’s energy and hit every joke or somber tale with ease. 

The orchestra plays the beautiful and challenging music well. Hidden behind the actors and set, they keep along with the singers, and vice versa. Without a music director, keeping in time with the orchestra can be quite a challenge, yet the vocalists succeed with flying colors.  While the stage crew is skilled and well adapted for stage work, the scene changes were lengthy and a bit awkward.

As the four sisters face many challenges together, and alone, the raw emotion of each moment travels through the theater, touching the audience in a way not many high school productions can do.

by Chloe Haack of Irvine

--------------------------------------------------

On May 11 Laguna Hills High School performed the heart-touching musical of Little Women. The cast and crew came together to put on a spectacular show that truly interacted with the audiences emotions.

Jo March (Danielle Bartello) believes that being like every other woman is nonsense. Going to Balls, courting gentlemen and of course getting married is not on her list of things to do in life. Following the March sisters throughout the length of 3 years we see the growth of Amy March (McKenna Bisaha) from a snotty nose little girl into a fine elegant bride to be, Meg March (Collette Astle) turning from a shy flirt into a loving wife and mother and of course Beth March, blooming as a caring and sensitive sister and wilting as one.

The chemistry between the March Sisters (Danielle Bartello, Briana Lawson, Collette Astle, Mckenna Bisaha) was so beautifully portrayed the love that was felt between them wasn’t forced at all and allowed the audience to really connect with the emotions on stage. An amazing performance of Laurie Laurence played by Devon Maslyn was an amazing addition to the production, his physicality and commitment to character was truly amazing. The song between Jo and Beth March, "Some Things Are Meant to Be", pulled at the heart strings of every audience member and made us feel for Beth and the loss that Jo was feeling.

The sound for the show done by Jake Price and Kim Eleazar was astonishingly done and showed awesome commitment for how every cue was spot on. The sound effects of the turning ocean or making someone sound far away were good touches to make it seem like the audience was actually in that situation. The hair and makeup done by Amayrani Acosta, Yaneli Gama, and Morgan Fleming, was beautifully done especially the wigs that were very realistic.

The show came together and entertained the audience making us all feel at home in the March Family’s attic.


by Demitri Gomez of Irvine

--------------------------------------------------

The performance of Little Women at Laguna Hills was certainly not little

Little Women follows the four March sisters, Jo, Meg, Beth, and Amy through a story of struggle and realization. They live in New England during the Civil War, and their father is in the army. Dealing with betrayal, uncertainty of each other, love, happiness, and even death this story is bright and sometimes depressing as it goes on. 

Jo March, played by Danielle Bartello, is the tomboy of the March family. Not wanting to follow the lady like rules, and only wanting to become an author, Bartello does a fantastic job of portraying the character. With her man-like characteristics and outgoing personality, Bartello steals the show and makes audiences fall in love with her. During “The Fire Within Me” we notice innocence about her that we didn’t see often. She brought it out wonderfully and with ease. 

Amy March, played by McKenna Bisaha, plays the immature young one of the family. Her annoying antics in the beginning make her a comedic role and also a crowd pleaser. She whines and throws tantrums, only to grow up and get married and become a lady of the family. She transitions her character very well.

A major emotional point of the show was the song “Some Things Are Meant to Be” sung by Beth March and Jo March. Beth is very sick, and is about to pass away. This song makes every persons eye water as the emotional connection between the two sisters is so strong and believable. Although the kite was somewhat distracting, the girls played off the devastating emotions of the song perfectly. 

Laguna Hills High School did a miraculous job putting together this emotion filled production. With some technical difficulties and critters climbing up the walls, they pulled through and made it an enjoyable and unforgettable evening. 


by Kelsey Olson of Irvine

--------------------------------------------------

Little Woman shine at Laguna Hills

The March Sisters are the best sisters anyone can ask for. This charming story, based on Louisa May Alcott’s semi-autobiographical novel, follows four sisters as they come of age during the Civil War.  Their mismatched (and loving) March family is made up of Meg ( Colette Astle) the oldest and most romantic; Jo (Danielle Bartello), a free-spirited writer, Beth (Briana Lawson)  a gentle music lover and Amy the spoiled youngest; they are all anchored by their beloved Marmee (Ashley Roland). 

Jo March the strong willed leader of the family is in good hands with Danielle Bartello whose stage presence and conviction in delivering her lines perfectly reflected the character. Collette Astle as Meg March riddles the show with funny and memorable moments especially between her and her fiancée John Brooke (Joshua Garcia). Brianna Lawson Beth, whose quiet and unassuming character could get lost in the larger personalities, fills her character perfectly and her song “Some Things Are Meant To Be” is a high point of the show. Amy is played to perfection by McKenna Bisaha ,who manages to show the characters snobbishness while still making her likeable and fun.  Alex Solo played supporting character, Laurie Laurence, the March’s cheerful and endearing neighbor.  He and Ashlee Roland, who plays Marmee,  both had excellent chemistry with the rest of the cast.  Some of the best moments in the show were between the chorus such as “The Weekly Volcano Press” which had Jo March narrating her newest story while the cast acted it out behind her; the scene unfolds like a silent film and is lovely to watch. 

The set crew did a great job with the many set changes, though some were more visible than others. There were microphone problems, however the sound effects, such as the waves of Cape Cod, or the far away voice of someone shouting up to a roof , were spot on and added to the over all experience. 

Laguna Hills High School did a great job of having this show transport you into the charming lives of the March family and you are more than happy to be a part of their wonderful adventures. 
                                        

by Kylie Davis of Irvine

--------------------------------------------------

Women, love, and betrayal—Christopher Columbus!

Little Women chronicles the story of the March family during the father’s absence in the Civil War, primarily focusing on tomboy Jo.

Leading the March sisters is Jo March, played by Danielle Bartello, who greatly plays up the tomboyish attitude of her character, from the incessant Christopher Columbuses to her grand gestures, especially during “The Weekly Volcano Press,” in which the ensemble acts out Jo’s story. During the song, she is completely tuned in to the ensemble’s actions, mimicking them in perfectly synchronized blocking. In Beth’s (Briana Lawson) final scene, when the two perform the heart-touching ballad “Some Things Are Meant To Be” at the end of which Beth passes away, Bartello portrays Jo’s agony and pain well, moving the audience with her sorrow and despair. Also, Lawson portrays her character’s frailty emotionally through her staggered movement and breathy speech. Collette Astle, playing the eldest sister Meg, adds a touch of maturity to the group, consistently remaining monolithic in light of tragic events such as Beth’s death. Finally, McKenna Bisaha, as Amy March, creates an extremely memorable character, from acting like a bratty child in the beginning to maturing into a young woman after. She makes notable distinctions between her immature and mature character, from using a nasal voice as a child to walking more upright and proud as an older Amy. Bisaha shines in the song “The Most Amazing Thing,” where she and Devon Maslyn (Laurie Laurence) energetically and humorously describe how their characters fell in love.

Others standouts include Alex Sogo (Professor Bhaer), who maintain an accent throughout the entire musical, Ally Smith (Aunt March), who comically portrayed an elderly woman, and Gianna McLaughlin, who brought an immense amount of energy to the show as Mrs. Kirk.

Despite several mishaps, such as a piece of the set falling during a scene change, the stage crew trekked on and transitioned from each scene in a quiet manner. The props, done by Hannah Bozman and Alex Marx, added to the play, notably with the fireplace which provided a calm glow while the lights were off. Also, the hair and makeup, led by Yaneli Gama, contributed to the show, adding years to the elderly characters.

Telling the story of three marriages and one funeral, Little Women reminds us all to cherish what we have and not take anything for granted.

by Matt Phan of Irvine

--------------------------------------------------

Little Women, Big Show

On Wednesday, May 11th, Laguna Hills High School put on an electrifying performance of the Broadway musical "Little Women." 

The cast was led by Danielle Bartello, who played the lead role of Jo March. Bartello's voice was simply stunning, and her characterization was very believable. Playing Mrs. March's love interest, Professor Bhaer, is Alex Sogo, who artfully captured the essence of the loveable and quirky German professor. Most worthy of note was his expert consistency with his German accent, even through songs in which he was the principal soloist. Briana Lawson played the soft, tender, and loving Beth March who eventually succumbs to Scarlet Fever. Her tragic and emotional death, in "Some Things Are Meant to Be," left the audience tearing and sobbing. Lawson maintained her endearing character during every moment onstage. Overall, the cast did a spectacular job, both vocally and dramatically, to put together a tear-jerking show.

The technical aspects of this show were as superb as the acting, if not better. Stage Manager Kendra Womack and Asst. Stage Manager Hannah Bozman helped the stage crew move the sets and organized the moves to make them very fluid. The stage crew was for the most part professional, though some misshaps were had which distracted the audience somewhat. Sound, by Jake Price and Kim Eleazar, and Melanie Cebula, was designed and executed perfectly and made for a delightful experience that was neither distracting nor detracting, and added to the show as a whole. A specifically well-done point in the show was the use of ocean and wave sounds during the beach scene. The sound, accompanying the acting, created a world that seemed to suck the audience in. The technical parts of this show made for an extremely enjoyable experience.

Laguna Hills must be proud to have such a dedicated group of students in their drama department. I highly recommend this show to anyone looking for tears, insight, and most importantly of all, entertainment.



by Michael Ding of Irvine

--------------------------------------------------

Five forever, five together. In Laguna Hill's musical production of Little Women, audiences were captivated by the charismatic March sisters as they undergo love, tragedy, and the understanding of life. 

Winning one Tony award and three Drama Desk Awards, the musical version of Little Women unravels in the Concord, Massachusetts in the Civil War. Jo March (Danielle Bartello)and her sisters Meg (Collette Astle), Beth (Briana , and Amy try to manage the struggles of war through Jo's charismatic stories. What results is life-- in all its glory and emotion.

The leading lady, Jo, had an unavoidable and stunning stage presence that few could resist. Her chemistry with the other March family members was complex and realistic to say the least and very well-done. 

Within the production, the supporting actors complemented Jo's demanding performance with their humor and reason. Notables include the adorable Professor Bhaer (Alex Sogo) and the eloquent but unamused Aunt March (Ally Smith). 

Although overall it was a fine set, the technical aspects of the show definitely became more of a hindrance to the production than a complimenting factor. The set changes were often longer than they had to be and sound was often too loud or too quiet. 

Moreover, the production of Little Women occasionally had some bumps in the road, but amongst those bumps was an undeniable showcase of performers who emphasized the meaning of a family. 

by Rachel Mucho of Irvine

--------------------------------------------------

Little Women Sightings at Laguna Hills 

This production of Little Women at Laguna Hills definitely does not consist of little voices. A story about a girl's journey to make her dreams of writing come true, meanwhile going through the innocence of love. Laguna Hills's lead actress Danielle Bartello, who depicted Jo March, tastefully sang into the hearts of the audience members as well as two characters in the musical.

The March family as a whole was chosen perfectly. From the sweet Beth March, played by Briana Lawson, the hopeless romantic Meg March, played by Collette Astle, the bratty Amy March, played by McKenna Bisah, and the motherly Marmee March, played by Ashlee Rouland. Together, they accurately mirrored a family struggling without a father figure with the right dynamics within the family and their conflicts.

With the constant humorous parts within the play, there was never a dry eye in the house. Laurie Laurence, played by Devon Maslyn, was the most lovable character. Singing with so much effort behind his voice, Maslyn not only won over the hearts of two of the March sisters, but won the hearts over many audience members. Another wonderful male actor with a magnificent voice is Alex Sogo, who played Professor Bhaer. Sogo was consistent with his German accent and his singing within his accent. Even with an accent, he sang phenomenally. 

Because there were so many singing numbers, it was a good idea for the light operators to have had the spotlight on the star of each number. This allowed the audience to focus in on that one character and their talent. The clever use of the kite brought in creativity to the production, as well as the blocking of the mirroring of characters. When Jo March would mirror the actions of Rodrigo an Clarissa, it was dead on and very entertaining to watch.

Throughout this long production, the audience continued wanting more. After each number was sung, it was difficult to refrain from singing afterwards. Laguna Hills did a wonderful job making the little women bigger.

by Gillaine Vinh of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

The Strength And Love Of Family Makes Laguna Hills’ “Little Women” Come Alive 

Stories of fantasy fill the air when Laguna Hills High School takes the stage and gracefully performs Allan Knee’s “Little Women.” 

Based on the novel written by Louisa May Alcott, “Little Women” is the story of the four March sisters and their journey through life, living alongside their beloved mother, Marmee.  Jo March’s yearn to write stories makes this musical come alive through music, bravery, sadness, and ultimately, the strength and love of family.

As Jo March, Danielle Bartello captures the youthful, yet mature, and optimistic character she plays. Her vocals swoon and her presence when onstage naturally gains control of the audience’s attention. As Jo’s beloved sister Beth, Briana Lawson wins the audience’s affection through her emotional and tragic death, which is credibly performed.  The undeniable connection between the two sisters is most apparent during the song “Some Things Are Meant To Be.”

The two other March sisters, Amy and Meg complete the sisters, both possessing the more stereotypical characteristics that one would except from young girls.  Amy (McKenna Bisaha) proves to be the most stubborn and Bisaha translates this to the audience well through her nasally, young voice, which then fades as she grows older.  Collette Astle, playing Meg, encompasses the lovestruck character she plays through wide-eyed stares, batted eyelashes, and elated giggles.

Joining in on the adventures of the family, Devon Maslyn (Laurie Laurence) has subtle awkward tendencies, which make him greatly endearing and appreciated by all.  Playing Jo’s teacher Professor Bhaer, Alex Sogo keeps a German accent consistent while acting and singing; a commendable task. Sogo purposefully possesses awkward tendencies as well, which keep audiences laughing.

The all-student orchestra successfully plays through the entire show without fault.  Their ability to stay in tempo with the actors is greatly beneficial to the show as a whole.

As the curtain falls, audiences are left with a message about love and family that is truly “Astonishing.”

by Jaclyn Stickel of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna’s Astonishing Little Women

Jo the second oldest of the March sisters sits up in her attic and writes stories. She yearns to travel and write books and she wants her family to stay the way it’s always been. But once things start to change she decides to go to New York to pursue her dreams.  The stage crew was efficient. They made the changes quickly. The costumes were accurate to the time period and the girls did a good job. 

All of the actors created great character and two people that have great character are Alex Sogo who plays Professor Bhaer. He has a German accent and he even kept if when he was singing. The other person who has a distinguished character is McKenna Bisaha who plays Amy the youngest of the March sisters. She made it feel like she was annoyed with every thing Jo did. Also she started out with an annoying squeaky voice and as she got older and went to stay with Aunt March he voice become older and proper. 

Overall there were good vocals one of the songs that touches your heart is “Some Things Are Meant to Be”. Briana Lawson who plays Beth the sister that has comedown with scarlet fever and is dying her voice is genuine. She also was on pitch and hit all of the high notes in the song easily. One song that has a lot of energy is “Five Forever” with all the sisters and Laurie. They all were very energetic. The student orchestra was amazing they came in on cue every time. 

Danielle Bartello who plays Jo has a great voice and sang “Astonishing” well she hit all the note and made it her own. And every time she was is on stage she controlled everything that was happening. She also created a great character and would stop at nothing to follow her dreams. Another character that was enjoyable to watch was Mrs. Kirk who’s played by Gianna McLaughlin. Even though she has a small role she was funny and created a good character.

Overall the show was a success and well put together with great actors, stage crew, and orchestra.


by Meghan Cunningham of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School presents to you their own production of Little Women. This "astonishing" musical takes place in Concord, Massachusetts where there lives the three March sisters and their mother, Marmee. They overcome every obstacle with the only thing they have: each other. Their love for one another is a profound love that no one can take away.

From the moment Danielle Bartello(Jo March) steps on stage all the way until she stepped off she has an intriguing presence that fills up the entire auditorium. She not only fits the character of Jo very well, but she is Jo March in every way possible. Mckenna Bisaha(Amy March) progressed her age flawlessly from the young, annoying little sister to a beauitful, poised young woman. The March Sisters began to amaze me as each one had their own unique characters and mastered them perfectly. 

 "Some Things Are Meant to Be" brought half of the room into tears because of the sentimental meaning behind it. The lights focused on the chair Beth was sitting on and the sea shell she had in her hand during the end of the song as Beth got up to leave. The lighting couldn't have been more perfect for an ending so dramatic. 

Laguna Hills did a wonderous job at pulling together a legendary story that people of all ages have fallen in love with over the years. 

by Nicole Chancellor of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

You Don’t Have to Read the Book

Little Women presented by the Laguna Hills Preforming Arts brought me back to my old seventh grade self, reading Louisa May Alcott’s very, very long book. The story of the March sisters and their falls and triumphs made the audience of this musical laugh and cry. With passion in every word spoken about death, regret, and love, this cast brought vivid emotion to a story that can be related to by any age.

Watching the transformation of lead Jo March played by Danielle Bartello was actually quite inspiring. She had this colorful presence that brightened a bland stage. For example, at the end of act one, her delivery of “Astonishing” was well, astonishing. Bartello somehow commanded the stage with her boyish charm but still gave the audience a taste of Jo’s womanly dreams.  She left me in great anticipation for act two, which again astonished me with the song “Some Things Are Meant to Be”. This time the song was sung by Danielle Bartello and Briana Lawson, who played the perfectly sweet Beth March. Although distracted by the flying kite, which was still wildly creative, the voices of these two girls blended so well it gave us the emotion of two sisters actually saying goodbye for the last time. And at the end I had to give a big applause to the light team, because their focus on the sea shell and wheelchair not only moved me to tears but, the people around me too.

Although the acting was quite good the orchestra in the back made the show for me. Built of all LHHS students, the music that came from them brought so much passion into the show. With fantastical chimes that would ring when Jo would begin her stories and the soft melodies of “Here Alone” the orchestra gave the audience felling that the actors couldn’t portray. They also kept my attention in the story through the long, dark scene changes, which definitely helped.

Honestly this story is one that any generation or gender can relate to. With awkward crushes, portrayed perfectly by Devon Maslyn, and the desire to grow up as quickly as possible, performed by McKenna Bisaha, this story is one for all ages to see. Although a little rough around the edges, this portal of Little Women was defiantly a wonderfully moving display of talent.


by Taylor Brewer of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

"Laguna Hills energetically performs ‘Little Women’" 

In an era when women were forced to conform to societal norms, one young woman dared to stand out. A groundbreaking novel for its time, featuring a headstrong, independent woman at its forefront, is passionately brought to the stage in Laguna Hills High School’s praiseworthy production of “Little Women.”

Based on the 1869 novel by Louisa May Alcott, this musical follows the interwoven stories of the March sisters: Margaret, Jo, Elizabeth, and little Amy as they come of age in the post-Civil War era. Jo, the main protagonist, is a boyish, independent, defiant young woman with a passion for writing “blood-and-guts” stories. As time passes, however, she blossoms into a woman and matures both emotionally and mentally as she is forced to face life’s both brightest and darkest moments. 

Danielle Bartello remains strongly committed to her passionate, independent character Jo March through her powerful, riveting vocals and energetic stage movement. Bartello’s animated expressions and dialogue delivery also help her character come alive on stage. Briana Lawson likewise shines in her portrayal of the gentle, sweet-natured Beth March, with her soft vocals and caring gestures. 

Throughout the show, the ensemble proved to be enthusiastic, animated, and extremely dedicated to their choreography and vocals. 

The orchestra never overpowered the actors on stage and provided the production with a highly-skilled execution of all the musical numbers. 

Laguna Hills High School's production of the musical "Little Women" was both emotionally provoking and highly entertaining. Through skillful character portrayals and careful execution of both comic and dramatic scenes, they were able to make this artfully woven coming-of-age story thoroughly enjoyable and admirable for audiences. 


by Farheen Basith of Northwood

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School is able to capture the intense, dramatic, and exciting story of the musical, “Little Women.” Little Women is the story of the four young March sisters who struggle with a father at war, sickness within the family, and some family tension. Each sister has a different personality and dreams but all share one thing in common—they all love each other and want to be “Five for all forever.” The oldest sister, and aspiring writer, Jo March (Danielle Bartello) contains a “take control” personality and shares her voice, both melodic and strongly spoken, between her family and close acquaintances. Bartello has big shoes to fill being the strong-minded Jo March but she perfectly executes her character portrayal by having flourishing confidence and non-stop energy. Soft spoken Beth March (Briana Lawson) has a harmonious voice and brings the audience to tears during her dazzling song “Some Things are Meant to Be.” Meg March (Collette Astle) is the love struck sister and is head over heels for the comedic character, John Brooke (Joshua Garcia). Both share a desire for each other and their love is clearer than ever. The youngest and feistiest of the sisters is Amy March (Ashlee Rouland). Rouland is the attitude of the four sisters but still is able to show the transition from young and immature girl to sophisticated young woman. The four March sisters come across many characters that turn out to be a love interest in some way, shape, or form. Laurie Laurence (Devon Maslyn) has a quirky personality, which accentuates his awkward mannerisms. Maslyn has a dreamy voice and that is what makes him a stand out character. Professor Bhaer (Alex Sogo) carries his German accent throughout the whole show and turns a serious conversation into one that is funny and memorable.       
        
Distinctive musical numbers in “Little Women” include  “Five Forever,” “Astonishing,” and “Some Things are Meant to Be.” The show as a whole remains constant and no weak numbers or scenes appear. The important role of Jo March is executed by Bartello and all other characters and cast members help to make the story of “Little Women” “Astonishing.”


by Alexis Holden of Orange Lutheran

--------------------------------------------------

Little Women at Laguna Hills

In a world where the future is unknown, one woman struggles to find her passion in Laguna Hills High School’s “Little Women.” Set during the Civil War period, “Little Women” follows the story of Jo March (Danielle Bartello), who yearns to be a famous writer, and her three sisters Beth (Briana Lawson), Meg (Collette Astle), and Amy (McKenna Bisaha), as they grow older and their views of life change. 

Driving the plot, Bartello gives a commendable portrayal of Jo March with fairly strong vocals and commitment to her character, which is noted by her consistent energy throughout the show. 

Bisaha is another stand-out, who is able to accurately and effectively grow in her character, as her tone transitions from high-pitched and nasally to graceful and refined. 

The four March sisters balance each other’s personalities, while blending very nicely in their harmonies, especially in the song “Five Forever.”

Marmee (Ashlee Rouland) succeeds in providing the somber moments throughout the story. In both “Here Alone” and “Days of Plenty,” Rouland demonstrates vocal control that allows her to embody the strong-willed matriarch. 

Professor Bhaer (Alex Sogo) is easily a lovable character that provides bits of humor in otherwise serious moments. Though his German accent might muddle a few words here and there, it remains generally consistent, even when singing in songs such as “How I Am.” 

One character that  makes her mark, even though she is only in one scene is Mrs. Kirk (Gianna McLaughlin). Her boundless energy, and ability to yell at the top of her lungs and then speaking very quietly, all the while staying in an Irish accent, makes her character enjoyable to watch. 

Though some lines and lyrics are a bit quiet due to sound issues, the Laguna Hills’ casts’ energy makes up for it, creating an enjoyable show that can touch the heart.


by Rafe Altschuler of Orange Lutheran

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills tells us the story of four little girls becoming four Little Women.

On the 11 of May, 2011 Laguna Hills High school brought us back to the time of the Civil War as they told us the story of the four young March sisters.  Drama, tragedy, love, and heartbreak follow as we watch the four little girls grow into four beautiful, young women.

The story begins with Jo telling us how she has not been able to get work. She then tells us about how she began writing and how the events in her life have inspired her stories. Suddenly we are pulled back to 1863, Christmas time. From there the four sisters take us on a journey through their childhood and into their adult lives.

Danielle Bartello does a phenomenal job as the ever strong tomboy Jo March. Each song she sings, from her powerful rendition of “The Fire Within Me” to her duet ballad “Some Things Are Meant to Be” with Beth (Briana Lawson), is full of raw energy and emotion.  It is obvious Bartello truly believes she is Jo. 

Various sounds are used to help pull the show together. One sound effect is the ocean noise used in the Cape Cod scene.  The crashing of waves remained consistent through the scene up until Beth and Jo’s song began. Along with the set, the sound does well at creating the effect that we are actually at the beach.

Throughout the entire show, in every song, the orchestra is well balanced and together. No one instrument pops out or can be heard over the others when the music did not allow it. The orchestra as a whole supported the actors well and moved the show along at a decent pace.

Despite a need to be a bit quicker between set changes, the stage crew does a great job of remaining quiet and moving everything they can with as many people as they have.  The actors did well in keeping character, creating an ensemble and making the show a memorable one. Overall the show was well above average for what would be expected of a high school performance. 


by Leslie Jane Eubanks of Pacifica

--------------------------------------------------

Little Women at Laguna Hills 

The classic novel that set up the literary career of the famous novelist Louisa May Alcott is now set up to be performed on stage. Laguna Hill’s proudly performs the American classic of four sisters during the civil war. 

Danielle Bartello is indeed the highlight of the show. Her energetic and enlightening portrayal of Jo March is boosted by her ability to sing beautifully and flawlessly.  She represents Jo March’s struggle for independence at a time when feminism was strongly looked down upon. Her struggle to be independent from a husband and her Aunt (Ally Smith) can be seen in such moments like when she announces she will never marry and when she cuts off her hair to make money to pay for her mother’s train fare. Danielle embodies the inner courage and strength of Jo March and at the same time her childlike nature. 

The other little women in this play are the March sisters. Beth March (Briana Lawson), Meg March (Collette Astle), and Amy March (McKenna Bisaha). Briana Lawson has a genuine and authentic portrayal of Beth March. Collette Astle aims her portrayal of Meg March on the elegance and beauty she is expected to be in parties and such. McKenna Bisaha embraces the stereotypes of how a lady is supposed to act as opposed to Jo who will stop at nothing to break the stereotypes.  All the sisters do well working off of each other. 

The set was nice, diverse, and complicated. The show was slowed down by the constant long set changes that were needed in a show such as this. The set was beautifully designed and was gifted with colorful designs. The orchestra was also student run. The orchestra was not present in the stage and could not be seen by the audience, but they were still loud and precise the whole time. It did not seem like the students even had an orchestra considering how acute the music was. 

As the last Cappies show of the year, I am deeply upset that it is over. Simply because seeing and writing reviews for shows like this is a joy and Laguna Hills High School has done a great job. 


by Sammy Trujillo of Pacifica

--------------------------------------------------

‘Little Women’ Exceeds Finest Dreams

“Four penniless and ragged sisters put on an operatic tragedy...” And so begins the heartwarming tale of childhood, womanhood, and the growing pains of adolescence in between. Based on Louisa May Alcott’s beloved novel, ‘Little Women’ the musical follows the four March sisters - daring Jo, romantic Meg, sweet Beth, and precocious Amy - as they experience, under the watchful eye of Marmee, the joys and trials of life in 1860s New England. With genuine heart and a lively spirit, the students at Laguna Hills present a touching production of this coming-of-age classic. 

Danielle Bartello shines in the role of Jo, exuding a natural ebullience as she explores both the comical and emotional aspects of her character. A wildly adventurous tomboy, Bartello leads and entertains her sisters in place of a father, making declarations in a mock-somber tone and collapsing when stabbed by an imaginary sword. Smoothly transitioning into maturity, Bartello expresses genuine grief in a teary-eyed rendition of “Some Things Are Meant to Be,” supporting Briana Lawson’s (Beth) lyrical soprano with a full, robust tone. 

Mellifluously blending in both harmony and personality, the four March sisters present a cohesive ensemble, yet establish distinction with individual nuances. McKenna Bisaha  garners laughs with her nasal tone and pouty expressions when throwing temper tantrums as the annoying little sister, Amy. Briana Lawson as timid Beth displays more subtle choices, shyly averting her eyes when playing the piano for Mr. Laurence (Mikey Lathon). Rounding out the group, Collete Astle as Meg plays the hopeless romantic to perfection, gazing at John (Joshua Garcia) with starry eyes and sighing wistfully as he leads her to dance. 

Alex Sogo gives an endearing performance as kindhearted Professor Bhaer. Stuttering and fumbling in his affection for Jo, Sogo conveys the nervousness of a man in love as he expresses his feelings in “A Small Umbrella in the Rain.” Most impressive is Sogo’s quirky German accent, which he maintains throughout the entire performance.

The LHHS Orchestra accompanies the performers with precision and flair, providing a surge of energy to upbeat numbers such as “Five Forever” and lending a soaring quality  to “Days of Plenty.” 

Although devoid of the "Blood and guts, two massacres, a masked ball, and several heart-wrenching scenes," that fill the March sisters' operatic tragedy, Laguna Hills' production of 'Little Women' brings Alcott's story to life and proves to be, nevertheless, astonishing. 

by Marisa Shimano of SOCSA Dana Hills

--------------------------------------------------

Simply “Astonishing”

It was the story of family, hope, and women's liberalization that captured the spotlight at Laguna Hill High School. The March family undergoes trial and changes through each of their individual journeys for self-fulfillment in Allan Knee’s Little Women, uniting in the simple love for another.

Jo March is the Jane Austen of her era. She is an outspoken writer, striving for uniqueness and independence—a trait not shared by her sisters Amy and Meg—with big dreams of publishing. While little Amy whines of their low social condition and Meg is falling in love with a tutor and Jo is reciting an opera, their sister Beth and mother Marmee pleasantly occupy themselves by keeping up. Once Jo painstakingly attends a Ball at their neighbors’, she meets her soon-to-be best friend, Laurie. When Jo is faced with the task of finding a way to support her family in the future, she comes face to face with her personal conflicts—to surrender her independence and settle down, or try for her dreams of writing and Europe in hopes that through her rejections she finds acceptance of her beloved work.

Laguna students do characters justice by divulging in their development. Jo March, played by Danielle Bartello, nearly steals the show with her powerful and controlled vocals and everlasting stage presence. Her comedic skills, such as of miming her characters’ actions, were precise and enjoyable as she continued to maintain the liveliness of her story and character’s love for it. Another noteworthy character development was that of Alex Sogo’s for his role of Professor Bhaer. While at times hard to understand, Sogo’s German accent created a distinct memory by his striking character difference and maintaining of it.

Amy March, played by McKenna Bisaha, stood out in her duet “It Was Amazing” with Laurie Lawrence, played by Devon Maslyn, by matching her comedic timing with his to create a simple and realistic connection between them. Featured as Mrs. Kirk, Gianna McLaughlin captures the spotlight with her character’s small gestures, such as for a tissue because of tears during Jo’s stories or hand gesticulations for encouragement, which added a pleasant naturalness about her character and also made her particularly stand out even with limited stage time.

As the show slowly progressed, the March girls grew stronger in their places onstage. Jo and Beth’s “Some Things Were Meant to Be” was touching enough to bring tears to eyes and Jo’s “The Fire Within Me” stirred inspiration with her portrayal of both grief and reassurance of reason. The symbolism of a seashell resting in an empty wheelchair and release of Beth's kite added a creativity that was bittersweet, purposeful, and not overdone. Set changes and transitions were distracting, but actors onstage did a job well-done keeping focus and following cues with a natural air.

Laguna Hills’ tale of family uniting no matter what circumstances shares a common theme of overall optimism for a better tomorrow that will make each other’s life special, and simply “Astonishing”.

by Taylor Magee of San Juan Hills

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills is Astonishing

A wonderfully touching production of Little Women is bringing tears and joy to Laguna Hills High school theater.  The story of love, loss, and success revolves around the lives of a middle-class all female family, the March's, whose father figure has gone to war.  The protagonist, a tom boy character named Jo (Danielle Bartello), spends all of her time writing thriller novels which she believes will someday amount to something, but her childhood innocence blinds her from the future difficulties she will face.

As a very lengthy, voice-straining musical Danielle has the outstanding ability to maintain both perfect pitch and volume with her voice throughout the entire piece without burning it out.  Along with her singing voice she also takes on the part very confidently and strongly, using her impactful emotions to personally touch each and every audience member and manipulate the atmosphere into whichever dynamic the play takes on.

Comedically little Amy (Mckenna Bisaha), the youngest of the sisters, causes the most giggles.  She plays the typical bratty adolescent who seeks constant attention from her older sisters.  Mckenna uses her nasally, squeaky voice and childish quirks to add in the perfect amount of cute-funny and the humor that comes along with childhood innocence.

With the limited amount of boys presented the male cast performs very enjoyably, specifically the part of Professor Bhaer (Alex Sogo).  Alex creates the character of an eccentric, lovesick, German man.  He does an exceptional job of keeping his character and accent constant throughout the entire piece while also establishing the lovable loser type character he is intended to be. 

Finally, the phenomenal orchestra perfectly blends with the singers without error, never overpowering their voices, which generates a professional-like sound that audiences adore. 

Laguna Hills successfully combines both tears and laughter into their wonderful, heart-touching production of Little Women. 

  

by Wylie Simpson of San Juan Hills

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills' Little Women, Big Talent 

It was one for five and five for all.  The motto of Little Women put on by Laguna Hills High School Wednesday night.  The cast took on the classic musical of the lovely, daring and independent March sisters and their surroundings.

Leading the cast was the driven and dynamic Jo March played by Danielle Bartello.  Bartello is able to show the multi layers of Jo from her independent driven spirit to her caring spirit.  Her vocals are definitely something to take note of.  She is able to hit her wide range of notes without dropping her character.  

The rest of the March sisters also hold their own in their own ways.  McKenna Bisaha who plays Amy March who shows the changing of Amy March through her different acting techniques such as the sound of her voice and child like mannerisms.  Beth and Meg March played by Briana Lawson and Collette Astle also contribute greatly to the cast.  The family as a whole works together and is able to play off each other’s especially in musical numbers such Five Forever and An Operatic Tragedy.

A standout that provides comic relief to the show is Mrs. Kirk who is portrayed by Gianna McLaughlin.  She runs in and out of the scene when Jo is at her boarding house in New York, she frantically screams and slides on stage as she worries about Jo.

The stage crew of the show had a huge challenge of having to change the scenes from the March house to their Aunt’s House to even Cape Cod.  After all the set changes there is also every piece of set or prop on stage that is required, just occasional the changes would take a little longer.


by Blakely Collier of St. Margaret's

--------------------------------------------------

An astonishing performance at Laguna Hills.

Following the lives of Jo March and her sisters, Louisa May Alcott’s famous novel, “Little Women”,  is brought to life on the Laguna Hills stage. The story is told through a series of vignettes and musical numbers in which we see the March sisters’ characters develop and their story unfold.

Danielle Bartello (Jo March) leads the cast as the tomboyish sister who aspires to be a writer. With a powerfully full voice and fearless determination, we see Bartello’s passion and strength reach a paramount during “Astonishing” as she vows to herself that she will shine like the sun and make her mark on the world. In an astounding performance, we see the unbreakable bond between sisters in “Some Things Are Meant to Be” as Bartello warmly embraces her dying sister, Briana Lawson (Beth March), with sincere love and grief as they fly a kite over the ocean together for the last time. Bartello’s and Lawson’s harmonies in this number are impeccable and pristine, evoking a heart wrenching and melancholy feeling by the song’s end when Lawson passes on and the music ceases. 

Falling back across the couch with her hand over her face, Colette Astle (Meg March) shows her true feelings for Joshua Garcia (John Brooke), becoming awestruck with love as he comes to her aide when she is suffering from a sprained ankle. Mckenna Bisaha (Amy March) storms the stage as the naïve and childish sister who wants to take a man to marry and be a lady in high society. A particular moment her character stands out is when she fights with Bartello because she wants to be like her and her sister wants nothing of her. Bisaha shows her frustration and broken hopes as she backs down after being scolded by Bartello.

A memorable character is Gianna McLaughlin (Mrs. Kirk) as she makes witty comments toward the professor about Jo March and screams orders to the other servants in the house causing laughter to arise from the audience. While makeup line could be clearly seen on actors, the sound of the ocean during “Some Things Were Meant to Be” perfectly complimented the scene, making one feel as if they were on a sandy shore.

In all, Laguna Hill’s “Little Women” is an astonishing performance for all to see.


by Nick Mestakides of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

A little joy at LHHS 

The Civil War, a time of little pleasure for a woman, is portrayed in Little Women by Louisa May Alcott. This classic novel was adapted as a Broadway musical to much acclaim. The story centers primarily on an adventurous tomboy Jo (Danielle Bartello) and her three loveable sisters and mother as they try to survive through the wartime while the father is fighting in the war.  It also concerns the close friendship Jo forms with the boy next door, Laurie (Devon Maslyn.

The most memorable characters were Jo (Danielle Bartello) and Laurie (Devon Maslyn); they really created a wonderful backbone for the show and had a really fun chemistry to watch. When Jo sang her first song it was quite mesmerizing and really gave the whole show a strong base on which to begin. Her powerful vocals gave her character the true feeling of empowerment. She was likely chose for this role for her amazing ability to adhere to her character and because she was able to show such a large range of emotion. Going from ecstatic at one point to such deep sorrow when she was with her dying sister at the beach. She did a lovely job with such a complex character.  Laurie was superb at portraying a teenager coming into his own and trying to figure out the differences between friendship and love. His tall gangly stance made him look like a newborn giraffe really creating a sense of youthful innocence and purity. The interactions between these two were very fun to watch and added massively to the wonderful magic of the show. 

The orchestra for this show was amazing. They never were off time and wove together seamlessly with the actors on stage weaving a very intricate picture. For a good part of the show we were convinced that is was a recording since they were so spot-on and together.  They were a pleasure to listen to and really enriched the show as a whole. 

Altogether Little Women was a very enjoyable show full of romance and sorrow. It was about being as close as sisters and saying goodbye when we grow up. The show pulls at your heartstrings and makes one giggle with joy. The cast, crew, and orchestra worked hard to put on this show and it was very evident in the wonderful production. 


by Lee Sisson of University
