TO: Advisor and Show Director of You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown at Laguna Hills

FROM: Heide Janssen

Here are the Cappies reviews for You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown. There were 28 critics at your show, and up to now we have received 28 reviews. If we receive late reviews, we will forward them to you.

Please share these reviews with your cast and crew.

Thank you.

--------------------------------------------------

An endearing tribute to the simplistic, heartwarming joy of childhood, Laguna Hills High School’s production of “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” is a journey through the nostalgic world of the Peanuts gang.

Charles Schultz’s beloved Sunday-morning comic strip translates itself into a collage of vignette skits and songs, bringing the “funnies” characters to the stage. With no distinct plot line, the story weaves in and out of memorable Peanut moments – from Snoopy acting as a WWI Flying Ace atop his doghouse, to Lucy’s ‘Psychiatric Help Stand’, to Schroeder’s piano playing.

Joshua Lee as the “wishy-washy block head” Charlie Brown successfully creates a strong character that embodies true childish traits, complete with a wide, pigeon-toed stance and high, squeaky voice. Throughout the production, Lee ignites the pathetic nature of his awkward character with wide eyes - from his monologue at lunch, where he carefully plays with his shirt and demonstrates a clear focus between the unseen red-head girl and his audience, to the last moments of the baseball game, where he grows soft and casts his face downwards to wipe a tear from his cheek.

Kylie Guiral as the fussbudget, “super-crab” Lucy, commendably takes risks from scene to scene, from belting out notes for comedic effect to the large gait of her character walk. In such songs as “Little Known Facts”, where she forcibly drags Linus across the stage numerous times, Guiral develops her character as the know-it-all while constantly demonstrating stage presence.

Molly Delbridge as Charlie Brown’s precocious little sister Sally is a joy to watch. While gracing the stage, Delbridge seems to grasp the concept of “play” – having fun in order for the audience to have fun with her. Delbridge’s “My New Philosophy” - from the crumpling of her paper to the pose with her finger up – is one of the best vocal performances of the show.

As a whole, the ensemble does not produce characters of the same energy level or actual age – where some have mannerisms of a six year old, some seem to simply be highschoolers. Despite that, choreography by Ben Garrett is extremely fitting for the simplistic nature of the show, as is Kathryn Bausch’s lighting design – complete with a colorful cyc.

Laguna Hill’s production successfully delves into the comic strip world of simple fun and color, reverberating the fact that “happiness” is what is on the inside.

by Tiffany Kirkland of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

As the curtain closed on the final, heartwarming image of the Peanuts gang holding hands, the audience readily cheered Laguna Hills High School’s cute production of John Gordon, Clark Gesner, and Andrew Lippa’s You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown.

The storyline followed the various misadventures of Charlie Brown as he learns to face the misfortunes of life and finally find happiness in appreciating its simple joys. Through the interactions of the Peanuts gang, the audience is taken back on a trip to their own childhood, the innocent mindset of which is perfectly captured by the simplicity and honesty of the story.

In her enjoyable performance as Snoopy, Ginny Sklar brought a huge amount of energy and enthusiasm to the show, completely living every moment to the fullest and finding the essence of her character’s fluctuation between playfulness and lethargy. Another actress who captured the spirit of her role perfectly was Kylie Guiral, who played Lucy. Completely without fear of taking risks, Guiral was happy to bawl out her notes just as Lucy would, and often physically overwhelmed the other characters, perfectly in keeping with the idea of the original comic strip. However, she also managed to take the extremely overbearing character and make her 3-dimensional, providing depth and different facets to her personality as well.

Although some lines were rushed and at times there was a loss of clarity of articulation, the projection was good overall. There were a few ensemble members such as Katie Elsasser (Peppermint Patty) who managed to convey the spirit of their characters even without words, but the ensemble as a whole suffered from inconsistencies in energy, as well as some uncertainties in the execution of the adorable choreography. The dancing, while somewhat simplistic, was perfectly suited to the story, and was presented with laudable vim and vigor by the leads.

The LHHS Pit Orchestra, despite being late on a few cues, performed a score meant for professionals admirably, and played with good confidence, balance, and pace. It most certainly added considerably to the energy and atmosphere of the show.

Although the sound in regards to the microphones was somewhat erratic, overall the amplification of the performers’ vocals was satisfactorily audible, and the lovely lighting of the cyclorama served to excellently underscore the moods of the various scenes.

With a concerted effort and a colorful cast, Laguna Hills High School made efficient use of a sparse set and limited means to create an endearing performance of You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown.

by Kathryn Endo of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills High School’s cast brims with a nostalgic euphoria as it brings “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” off the Sunday comic strip and onto the stage.

“You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” is a musical comedy based on the beloved “Peanuts” strip by Charles M. Schulz. It is performed as a series of vignette’s similar to those seen in the comic strip, following the everyday escapades of Charlie Brown (Joshua Lee) and his friends.

The cast features a variety of fully committed performers who offer an uncanny reflection of their cartoon counterparts. Sally Brown (Molly Delbridge) is arguably one of the more animated members of the cast, vibrant in all her actions and always bubbly. Joshua Lee turns from sunny disposition to crippling humiliation on a dime with his adorable gestures and facial expressions, making him a very sympathetic character. Not all performers were childlike, with some acting more like teenagers then the six year olds they are meant to be. Snoopy (Ginny Sklar) was always energetic in her movements and made it her perogative to be as much of a canine as she could be. Unfortunately there were instances where background characters were not the most enthused of performers. Lucy (Kylie Guiral) takes a calculated risk by belting in a commanding voice, asserting herself as the domineering big sister to Linus (Alijah White).

The best song of the night had to have been “My new philosophy”, featuring Sally and Schroeder (Zach Churchill). With her up-beat squeaky personality, Sally plays a perfect foil to Schroeder’s soothingly stoic voice, resulting in a hilarious duet between the two.

The show featured choreography (Ben Garrett) that was deceptively simple but in reality quite complex, matching each song almost perfectly. Though mics were occasionally late in their cues, Kyle Green managed to amplify performers who would have otherwise gone unheard. With notebooks twice as big as your head, Props (Josefine Damgaard) dwarfed the actors with their size, offering a cartoon dimension that added to the tone of the show.

With a youthful vigor, Laguna Hills offers a charming performance as they reminisce about everyone’s favorite blockhead, Charlie Brown.

by Alex Martinez of Anaheim

--------------------------------------------------

As familiar characters are silhouetted against the "paper" that is the stage, our memories of the Peanuts gang come alive in Laguna Hills High School's production of "You're A Good Man Charlie Brown." The actors jump off the binds of paper, and entertain us in ways that comics never could.

Set up as a series of uncorrelated vignettes, "You're A Good Man, Charlie Brown," is a musical set up to be kin to the comics in that there is no exact plot line. We go from holiday to holiday and non-sequiter to non-sequiter, looking for a laugh and a smile.

As Charlie Brown, Joshua Lee fully embodies the famous persona. His facial and body gestures are thought out and very believable, and he remains committed at not only showing us he really is Charlie Brown, but he also commits to making us laugh whenever possible.As Sally, Molly Delbridge also has great attention to her character. At times where she knows she isn't the center of attention, she remains the positive and cheery child that is Sally. She holds our attention, and keeps us entertained the entire show. Another Familiar face is Lucy, as played by Kylie Guiral. She accurately portrays the crabby side of Lucy well, and isn't afraid to push the limits of her character in the name of comedy. She belts notes, and irritates us in a way that leaves us wanting more, as Lucy did in the original comics.

As an ensemble, the entire cast feeds the audience energy, and captures our attention in elaborate and thought-out dance numbers (choreographed by Ben Garrett). Although at some points some ensemble members seem to lack energy, other members more then make up for it and keep the show going. The vocals are good, and hold our attention, although some characters may have needed a little more work. The ensemble keeps the flow going at a steady and constant pace, preventing the show from seeming rushed or too slow. Although the orchestra seemed a bit sloppy, the overall musicality of show was not compromised, and the flow continued at a  reasonable pace.

The stage crew also contributed to the flow, and kept the stage changes smooth an need. Although a bit sloppy at times, the cast cleverly helped out, and again helped the overall flow of the show.

With a good cast, this show brings us back to the golden age of breaking open the Sunday paper and reading the comics as a child. With that in mind, I say, "You're a good school, Laguna Hills!"

by Earvin Ramos of Anaheim

--------------------------------------------------

An outstanding performance by Laguna Hills High School, as they performed “You’re A Good Man CHARLIE BROWN”.

A comic strip came to life, Charlie Brown and the gang: Sally, Lucy, Linus, Snoopy, and Schroeder were all there.  They did a great job and looked like they were loving every minute and second of it.  They did a very good job which showed all the great levels and obstacles that Charlie Brown and the gang faced.

The characters did an outstanding job as they danced and sang their way across the stage.  Charlie Brown (Joshua Lee) did a fantastic job with his character, Charlie Brown looks like a tough role but Joshua took the role and ran with it all the way until the end. Molly Delbridge also did a great job as she played Charlie’s little sister Sally Brown. Molly brought the kid out in her when she had to play and little kid.  She didn’t hold back the child in her.

All the characters did a great job.  Lucy (Kylie Guiral), Linus (Alijah White), Snoopy and (Ginny Sklar) all stayed in character and bought laughter to the crowd.  They acted just like the real characters and they showed all the facial expression.

The production was great even with the props, sound and lighting was very good.  They did a good making the props bigger to make the characters seem smaller.  The use of the space was perfect not too big or to small.  The physical work looked hard staying in character and the practices but they all did a wonderful job and show how easy it looks when its not.

A well done goes out to Laguna Hills and the amazing characters that put it all together from the actors to the stage crew. The singing and the dancing was sensational just like the show.

by Shannon Berry of Anaheim

--------------------------------------------------

How many of you grew up reading the Peanuts comics? Watching the cartoon? Reading the storybooks? If you have answered ‘yes’ to any of the above questions, come on down and enjoy Laguna Hills High School’s musical production of “You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown”!

You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown is basically a string of vignettes based on various parts of Charles Schulz’s famous comic strip,Peanuts. There really isn’t a main story to this musical; so many things happen- only connected by the characters themselves.

The actors and actresses kept in character and high in energy for the duration of the musical for the most part, and didn’t have much trouble showing character relations. Dancing was, for most of the cast, sure footed, fluid, and comical.

Charlie Brown (Joshua Lee) was very believable, especially in his more empathy-incurring scenes, such as the one starring the little redheaded girl, who was only seen in Joshua’s brilliant body movement. Kylie Guiral, who was Lucy, embodied her character, actually becoming that little girl who, albeit a little (ahem) crabby, really does try to be a big sister and grown up.

Whilst some actors had some trouble projecting and loosening up, Snoopy (Ginny Sklar) was both loud, clear, and in motion, and at the same time managing to be hilarious! You could almost physically feel the character connections between Molly Delbridge (Sally) and the rest of the cast.

Creative lighting was used in the beginning and end of the musical, making the cast silhouettes frozen as children at play that set the reminiscence gears going through childhood memories. Although there were a few slip-ups with props from scene to scene, the actors were able to compensate for them, and their having a majority of the props being oversized accentuated that the characters were small children.

Overall, Laguna Hills’s performance of “You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown” was fairly solid, and a good look at both the comedic and serious side of a childhood life.

by Theresa Mendivil of Anaheim

--------------------------------------------------

A stage full of vibrant silhouettes and wacky colors bring to life the cartoon and comic strip series of the Peanuts gang written by Charles M. Schulz. The day to day life of Charlie Brown is the basis of “You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown” performed by Laguna Hills High School. The simple childhood life of Charlie Brown, the whole Peanuts gang, and a crazy in tune to life dog, Snoopy, give the story dimension and a heartwarming pleasant feel. To the big baseball game, book reports, or even rabbit hunting, the zany antics of the Peanuts gang come to life in Laguna Hills High School’s production.

Snoopy (Ginny Sklar) plays not just a dog but a dog with a real insight to life around her, she makes comments on how her human counterparts are and how “unamused” she is to their actions. Yet she is always assists helping the gang like when Sally (Molly Delbridge) wants to go rabbit hunting. Delbrigde is a younger girl who always has her own commentary and brings to life this odd child with her actions and mannerisms as a child. Lucy (Kylie Guiral) develops a really strong and memorable character, from her bossy commands, and grouchy attitude, Guiral succeeds in bringing to life the old cartoon character of Lucy,  who always is mean to Charlie Brown (Joshua Lee). Lee’s  portrayal as a child is completely believable with awkward hand motions and an expressive face.

Strong character relationships are relevant in the song number “Glee Club Rehearsal”. Schroeder (Zach Churchill) works desperately to practice a song to perform at school for an assembly. Linus (Alijah White) steals Lucy’s pencil and is teasing her throughout the song. Sally takes the pencil too and acts silly when the pencil is in her hands. Charlie Brown is confused so he asks why Linus stole the pencil. All while Schroeder is working hard to keep the music number, continuing forward but it falls to pieces as all the children slowly run offstage.

Laguna Hills High School works well to create a show with memorable characters full of high energy as the Peanuts gang.

by Heather Arroyo of Brea Olinda

--------------------------------------------------

The band strikes up playing a light and happy overture; as the curtain opens a pale yellow light slowly illuminates the cyc and silhouettes of familiar characters are created in something that resembles comic book boxes. This is the opening scene of Laguna Hills High School’s production of You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown.

Featuring memorable characters created by Charles M. Schulz, this musical is made up of collective stories featuring the big headed, timid child: Charlie Brown. Each scene shows Charlie Brown and his struggle to fit in with the rest of the crowd. This kid is a little person with big problems.

Playing the title role is Joshua Lee. As Charlie Brown, Joshua Lee really captures the innocence of a child with speech patterns and physical movements and interactions with the audience, his fellow peers and a red headed girl he’s in love with.

As the play moves forward, the audience is introduced to more familiar characters. Linus, played by Alijah White, captures the hearts of all when he sings his informative yet heartwarming song about his blanket entitled “My Blanket and Me.”

Schroeder, played by Zach Churchill, is very aloof to anything that doesn’t deal with music but especially Beethoven. While playing piano Churchill remains completely absorbed in his music while Lucy sings a Moonlight Sonata-esque love song to him. It’s only when the cast sings about “Beethoven Day” that he really lights up.

Mollly Delbridge plays Sally, Charlie’s younger sister. Delbridge really captures the essence of an annoying little sister while still keeping the comic book style to her character. Kylie Guiral also does a fantastic job of capturing the character that we all already know and love. Although all of the characters hate her and her crabbiness, the audience embraces her with open arms.

One of the best performances to capture the spirit of the charcters everyone already knows about is Ginny Sklar who plays Snoopy. The personification of Snoopy turns out to be a very complex yet at the same time simple character. Sklar perfectly defines her role with animalistic characteristics and hilarious comedic timing.

Choreography by Ben Garrett proves to be simplistically amazing. Each step is more entertaining and more innovative then the next and he really helps recreate the spirit of the Peanuts Gang.

This great ensemble works together  to create a loveable, memorable performance of You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.

by Kaleigh Schiro of Brea Olinda

--------------------------------------------------

The classic, fun, and loveable version of the comic script Peanuts, turned into a play of mini skits, You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown is executed to the point by Laguna Hills High School. They show the kid aspect of the play with great intensity, smiling constantly and having fun every step of the way.

Although the ensemble as a whole doesn’t make a huge impact to the overall great performance, some outstanding soloists and lead roles make the show an overall great effort. Charlie Brown (Joshua Lee), brings the kid side to his character. With a high voice and big arm movements, Lee captures the elementary school outcast persona of Charlie with reality.

As Linus, Alijah White gives an edge to the play while playing the typical little brother of Lucy in the original comic strip. Lucy (Kylie Guiral), exchanges this energy within this duo. She plays the big sister with great power, always engaged, always the upper hand.

The younger sister of Charlie Brown, Sally (Molly Delbridge), gives a light, crisp, and energetic feel to her character. Not having a character who’s the smartest in the bunch, she gives her monologues meaning. She takes her stand center stage, speaking to an audience who is eager to listen.

Schroeder (Zach Churchill), executes his vocal portion by far. He outshines the other male leads, singing with great intensity and never letting his guard down. Although he seems as if is playing a teenager rather than a kid, he let his voice shine.

The only non-human in the play, Snoopy (Ginny Sklar) gets into her dog character without a question. She masters her doggish mannerisms, singing with amazing breath control. She over emphasizes her movements, giving everything her part called for. Her songs were hilarious, her over exaggerations being the icing on the cake.

Although there are minor complications with the crew, the cast of You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown gives their characters justice. Having parts so famous within the world today, they capture the fun aspect of a play about a bunch of kids. They make their characters a reality, overall giving a great performance.

by Katharyn Stong of Brethren Christian

--------------------------------------------------

Everyone remembers the time they read their first Peanuts comic strip, and the magic it inspired. Whether it be Lucy yelling “Blockhead!” or Charlie Brown's infinite “Good grief’s,” watching Laguna Hills High School’s rendition of You’re a Good, Man Charlie Brown, brought some of that magic back.  Opening with silhouettes of the characters upstage, the cast opens with “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.”  Essentially, the play features different vignettes highlighting different characters, much like the original comic.  The whole gang celebrates Valentine’s Day, April Fool’s, book reports, baseball games, and not to mention Schroeder’s Glee Club.  The Production was heartwarming, and a true joy to watch.

Playing Charlie Brown was Joshua Lee, who was extremely committed to his character in his body language throughout the entire show, facial expressions to mimic a little kid, and a voice to match.  Lee showed amazing talent with even singing as an eight-year old boy would.  During “The Baseball Game,” Lee narrated a letter Charlie wrote to a pen-pal about how he lost the game, and the expression on his face was of such sadness that everyone in the audience couldn’t help but sniffle because of recurring memories of their childhood awkwardness.  Kylie Guiral (Lucy) took many risks with her character in that during her songs, for comedic effect, she would belt notes that were in key, but loud and ‘obnoxious’ like that of a little girl.  The payoff was definitely worth it.  Guiral showed focus and above all, that a crabby character can still be as lovable as any other.  Molly Delbridge showed stellar vocal abilities as Sally in her song “My New Philosophy” with Zach Churchill who was Schroeder (and also had a great voice).  Churchill and Delbridge had positive chemistry during the song, and it was a favorite by the audience.  Ginny Sklar as Snoopy, the sassy, charismatic pet of Charlie Brown, was very funny and over the top with her character.  She proved even a dog can fight to steal the show.   Alijah White (Linus) was a strong actor and held a blankie and sucked his thumb like a champion throughout the show.  The whole cast seemed like they were having a lot of fun onstage, making the audience smile and laugh along with them.

With the backstage aspects, the crew was quick with changes and lighting set a great mood for the play.  The set was minimal, but was pleasing to the eye in that it created the effect of a comic strip where the characters are emphasized primarily.  The props were done by Josefine Damgaard and included cartoon-esque baseball mitts, oversized books and pencils, and a tin can for the 5 cent payment for psychiatric advice by Lucy.

The show was a satisfying production of varying talents and abilities.  Overall the show was a great success and proved Laguna Hills High worthy of much praise.

by Tivoli Hudson of Brethren Christian

--------------------------------------------------

A bright backdrop lights up the silhouettes of the Laguna Hills cast of “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown,” opening the musical with a ruthless introduction to Charlie Brown’s faults and a hopeful monologue from Charlie Brown himself.

Joshua Lee gives an earnest performance as Charlie Brown with his genuine efforts to portray the dejected but optimistic comic strip character. Sally (Molly Delbridge) and Schroeder (Zach Churchill) are clearly the strongest singers. A few ensemble members expand the original cast of six to twelve, but even the larger numbers are weakened by trouble handling the harmonies and sometimes the choreography, lowering both the volume and the energy level.

While each of the actors exhibit knowledge of how they should be portraying their character, some of them do not seem willing or are unsure of how to fully engage themselves in the role. The lack of enthusiasm in the ensemble is countered by lively performances from Delbridge and Ginny Sklar as Snoopy. Sklar’s boundless energy is demonstrated in “Suppertime” as she dances enthusiastically across the stage, throwing animated facial expressions to the audience. However, she often loses the dog persona and tends to let her energy run unrestrained, upstaging the other characters. Delbridge, on the other hand, has an excellent control over the annoying but hysterical Sally. Her number, “My New Philosophy,” is easily one of the best in the show: she is capable of singing on pitch while staying in character. Her high-pitched giggle constantly coaxes laughter from her audience. As far as characterization and dedication go, she, Sklar, and Lee are the most consistent performers.

Delbridge and Lee convincingly play children, but the rest of the cast neglects to fully capture the childish characteristics that would probably boost the energy of the show. Kylie Guiral as Lucy is loud and obnoxious with a touch of self-satisfaction, creating an accurate portrayal of Charlie Brown’s greatest antagonist, but does not really play a child. She also tends to rush through her lines; although it sometimes produces a comic effect, the rapid delivery isn’t always necessary. Other lines are lost as actors fail to project, relying instead on microphones that frequently lose reception. Other technical aspects of the show are well thought-out: Kathryn Bausch’s lighting is creative and effective, and the orchestra handles the music quite well, despite several late cues.

All in all, Laguna Hills’ production leaves the audience with a little bit of “happiness.”

by Monica Dimson of Costa Mesa

--------------------------------------------------

Travel back to the days of five-year old innocence, where flying a kite is your greatest pleasure, writing a book report your greatest challenge, and the family beagle your best friend. Add larger-than-life props and catchy music, and you get You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, the heartwarming musical rendition of the popular Peanuts comics, brought to life by Laguna Hills High School.

Joshua Lee embraces the innocence and awkwardness of the five-year-old misfit Charlie Brown. With a slight slouch and adorable little-boy voice, Lee makes the audience believe he is a child in elementary school. His wide-eyed facial expressions and animated reactions to the other characters made him a hilarious and enjoyable character to watch.

The “Peanuts Gang” was strong and worked well both individually and as an ensemble. Alijah White hit both the intellectual and childish sides of Linus: singing about his juvenile love for his blankie in “My Blanket and Me” and adopting a brainy swagger in “The Book Report”. Molly Delbridge’s joyful, energetic portrayal of Sally delighted the audience along with her pleasant vocals. As Shroeder, Zach Churchill showed off strong vocals and excellent stage presence. Kylie Guiral’s Lucy was every bit as conceited and bratty as her comic counterpart, with comical facial expressions and a hilarious overdone high belt. Shaking up her boring life as Charlie Brown’s dog, Ginny Sklar’s Snoopy is a scene-stealer: panting, barking, howling, leaping, and even tap-dancing. Though most actors energetically embraced the childish eccentricities of their characters, some performers seemed bored and out of character.

Kathryn’s Bausch’s colorful lighting and Josefine Damgaard’s oversized props added to the comic-book feel of the show. The LHHS Pit Orchestra provided excellent accompaniment to the performers. Ben Garret’s choreography was simple, childish, and appropriate.

In the show’s finale, the cast reminds the audience that happiness can be found in simple things, and that there is always hope for a better tomorrow. For a feel-good musical that is a pleasant reminder of the carefree days of childhood, look no further than You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown.

by Natalya Rahmann of Irvine

--------------------------------------------------

“Happiness is anyone and anything at all, that's loved by you.”  This beautiful message of simplicity is wonderfully communicated in Laguna Hills high school’s performance of “You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown.”

A series of charming vignettes, this musical tells the stories of a simple day in the life of Charlie Brown.  From baseball games, to psychiatric advice, this charming musical is an unforgettable one.

Blue, boring, and of course Brown, the endearing leader of the Peanuts gang is captured and pulled straight from the golden pages of the timeless comic book, onto the Laguna Hills stage.  As the good man himself, Joshua Lee captures the juvenility of Charlie Brown, while still keeping his “down in the dumps” flavor, well and apparent.  With every clench of his fists, and teeter on his feet, Lee brings his character to life, painting the colorful pages in the story of a windy boyhood.

As man’s original best friend, Snoopy, Ginny Sklar over flows with vitality, charisma, and the sarcastic flare that is the white dog with a spot.  Reminiscent of most dogs, Snoopy lives for “Suppertime.”  In this particularly flashy number, black sparkle hats, canes and all, Skylar takes center stage, leading her feathered friends in a show stopper that won’t soon be forgotten.

Sally’s melodramatic, overbearing, yet endearing love for Shroeder, the dying musician, is a hilarious gift to the charismatic show.  In the first act, while Shroeder is artfully playing his signature piano, Lucy climbs atop the petite instrument, announcing their eventual marriage.  Perfectly timed, he says nothing, turns around, and walks away.  Truly, in everyway possible, the pair exemplify chemistry.

“And that’s My New Philosophy!”  Molly Delbridge, as the know-it-all sweetheart, Sally Brown, takes charge in this decisive song.  She struts around the stage, followed by Shroeder, explaining her new, fast changing philosophies on life.  Maintaining a positive attitude and distinct character choices, result in a memorable interpretation of Sally Brown.

Choreographed by Ben Garrett, every dance, quick step and ball-change is executed precisely by the actors, adding that much more to the upbeat musical numbers.

Though at times,the projection lacks, but the actors make up for it with their dedication to character, and mounds of energy.

Closing the show with a heartfelt goodbye, “Happiness,” Laguna Hills high school brings their show full-circle, leaving audiences with a warmed heart and a sore belly, exhausted from laughter.

by Christine Clausing of La Habra

--------------------------------------------------

The orchestra slowly fades in with soft melody, the lights hit the backdrop with a splash of color, and the characters of You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown come to life on the stage of Laguna Hills High School’s theater under the direction of Susan Lord. A musical collaboration from John Gordon, Clark Gesner, and Andrew Lippa based off the comic strip Peanuts by Charles M. Schulz, the show has several little episodes between members of the Peanuts gang that highlighting moments in their lives that reveal what kind of a person they are.

Playing a character entirely unlike oneself is a great feat for any high school theatre performer. As the adorable Charlie Brown, Joshua Lee does just that waving his arms about like a child and speaking as a 5-year old with a mild and innocent voice. Joshua Lee captures the audience’s fascination in his own amazement with the world he lives in and the many questions he ponders about. This block head is hard to pass up every time he enters the stage worrying about this and that or trying to find why he is incompetent and lonely. At the end of “The Baseball Game,” Charlie Brown cries out to his distant pen pal for directions. Joshua Lee’s face comes to the point of tears as he wishes for a new and better life.

“Well, why are you telling me?!” Molly Delbridge portrays Sally Brown as the opportunistic, smart-witted little girl Schulz intended for her to be. Molly speaks her words quickly and articulately to her friends for she knows what she wants and how to get it. She holds her status on the stage with a commanding voice that is always kept audible for the audience to hear.

Laguna’s theater is graced by more than just the performers. The orchestra maintains the key and tempo of the music. They help to keep the audience’s focus on the actors and they play nothing off that might cause distractions to the show. The lighting crew and sound crews execute flowing cues of subtle changes with great ease and progression. The actors are always lit properly and the sound doesn’t pop with microphone crackles.

You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown is an entertaining musical piece well performed by the Laguna Hills High School’s drama department. The cast brings the color from the comic panels to the stage.

by Charles Long of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

Charles Schulz’ famous two-dimensional elementary school world is given a charming, fun-filled third dimension in Laguna Hills High School’s You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown.

The show follows the Peanuts gang through various adorable vignettes about the trials and tribulations involved in being a kid.

As a whole, the cast’s commitment to character and their little-kid voices and physicality makes the show very enjoyable and cartoonishly comedic.

Joshua Lee as Charlie Brown does a great job of playing the melancholy little loner experiencing all sorts of woes. The highlight of his sympathy-garnering performance is the soft, trembling end to “The Baseball Game” – Charlie Brown has disappointed his whole team, and Lee pleads to the audience with teary, wide eyes and an incredibly soft volume.

Molly Delbridge as Sally and Zach Churchill as Schroeder also play up the youth of their characters, but their strong vocals round out their parts nicely.

Kylie Guiral as Lucy is incredibly funny – she is not afraid of the loud, nasal tone of her character and is believable and hysterical whether she is giving psychiatric advice or five good reasons why she should be queen.

Ginny Sklar plays a very energetic Snoopy and is very committed to a very exaggerated physicality. Her gleeful interpretation is interesting, animated, and relentless.

The choreography, by Ben Garrett, complements the youthful cartooniness of the show. Numbers like “Beethoven Day” and “The Book Report” come alive under his direction.

The props, by Josefine Damgaard, do the same – especially the giant composition books and pencils in “The Book Report.” Their largesse makes the cast look especially small and childish.

Overall, the show is a good production of a charmingly simple show. Laguna Hills proves that, though he may only be able to see his faults, Charlie Brown really is a good man indeed.

by Leah Folta of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

Who hasn't grown up with the memorable Charlie Brown and his gang of quirky characters?! Laguna Hills High School’s rendition of “You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown” by Clark M. Gesner reminded us why we fell in love with the “round headed boy”.

Based on Charles M. Schultz’s infamously classic comic strip series “Charlie Brown”, this musical concerns the trials of childhood vicariously through the eyes of a pitiable, socially inept boy Charlie Brown in such memorably horrific activities as lunch time, first loves, and book reports.

Joshua Lee as Charlie Brown evokes honesty to his unconfident character by capturing the pathetic demeanor of a typical child that feels he doesn’t fit in through flagrant gesticulation of straight limbs, gawky movements, and excellent facial contortions.  When Charlie Brown loses the baseball game, Lee brings poor posture and perceptibly impressive commitment to his misery making the audience empathize with him.  Lee truly embodies the awkwardness and seemingly insipid personality of Charlie Brown through everyday activities especially lunch time when he’s eyeing the cute, red-headed girl.

Kylie Guiral commands the stage in her part of Lucy with her fresh attitude that resonates through her clamor of a voice, degree of “crabbiness”, and apparent relationships. Zach Churchill plays the cultured, Beethoven-obsessed pianist Schroeder showing remarkable skill in expressing a child-like nature with his red-in-the-face animosity for those uninterested in culture. Guiral and Churchill conveyed the semblance of children with their inhibited nature, instant reaction, and mannerisms and their unrequited relationship is demonstrated with oomph whenever they are onstage together.

The song “Book Report” is such a memorable rendition of the various ways to handle a book report on Peter Rabbit. This allowed the actors to really address their distinguished characters, display refreshingly comical energy, and demonstrate difficulty through frequent harmonies and timing. Big pencils and notebooks reinforced how children observe the world and how small-minded the characters are.

The technical effects added to the creative process in giving a clear directorial concept and returned the characters to their elementary comic strip days. Lighting by Kathryn Bausch was sparingly used to outline each scene, and the staunch lighting was truly impressive in its interpretation of the cartoon-esqe nature of the play with its two dimensional silhouettes of the characters.  The LHHS Pit Orchestra coordinated exceptionally with the actors, but their location of being behind the stage sometimes overwhelmed the actors while they were singing.  Genuine and unique choreography by Ben Garret allowed the actors to execute seemingly difficult motions and make it look simple.  It granted endearing resonance, exuberant creative energy, and wonderfully personified the talented ensemble in each dance scene, especially “My Blanket and Me” where everyone employed their own blankie in an expressive way that seemed to maintain their connection to childhood.

This talented conglomerate of cast and crew suspended what we might think of the classic “round headed boy” and with energy, quirky characterization, and a creative backstage team, Laguna Hills HS brought Charlie Brown’s singular day to life.

by Sara Covey of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

Be transported back to your childhood with Laguna Hills High School’s performance of You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.

You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown chronicles the every day adventures of the classic Peanuts gang as they struggle through pointless book reports, discover new philosophies to live by, battle through the local little league game, and still find happiness in every aspect of life.

Joshua Lee as Charlie Brown does a wonderful job of portraying this defeated blockhead with a heart of gold.  Lee remains committed to his role, using hilarious facial expressions each time he is scared or disappointed and high vocal intonation to give the appearance of a child, while still connecting with the audience in a powerfully endearing way, such as at the end of “The Baseball Game.”

Kylie Guiral is wonderful as Lucy, presenting her over-bearing with a sense of comedy and grace.  Guiral’s loud, booming belts fit her brass character perfectly, while her physical gestures – swooning and demure with Schroeder and aggressively violent with Linus – enhance the humor of her performance.

Molly Delbridge plays Sally, the innocent and often indignant little sister with superb dedication.  Delbridge’s hyperactive nature and impish giggle reflected her childish character well, while her outstanding vocal abilities and comedic timing make “My New Philosophy” one of the stand out numbers in the show.  Delbridge also connects well with the other characters onstage, forming an endearing relationship with Charlie Brown.

The cast of You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, offers a range of dedication and energy.  While many did a fantastic job of connecting with the childish nature of their characters, others remained unfocused and unsure both in their character and in their dancing.  In general, however, the cast kept the show moving forward with consistent energy.

The props and effects, prepared by Josefine Damgaard, work well to emphasize the comic book nature of the show, and enhance the idea that the actors are small children.  The oversized pencils and composition books combined with the realistic dog bowls and toys offer the concept that certain aspects of life, such as homework, loom much larger in the mind of a child.

For a night of childhood fun and freedom, look no further than Laguna Hills High School’s production of You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.

by Scott Shimizu of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

Who can never kick the football or get the kite in the air?  Who's that round-headed kid with the dog?  Who always misses the baseball pitch? Charlie Brown, of course!

Based on Charles M. Schulz's comic strip Peanuts, Laguna Hills High School's production of "You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown" weaves together various familiar characters who express their dreams and worries through monologues and songs.

The cast performed the dance numbers, choreographed by Ben Garrett, easily despite the complexity of the movements.  In particular, Garrett's choices for Ginny Sklar (Snoopy) reinforced the image of a dog with human characteristics.  The cast's enthusiasm in ensemble songs like "The Book Report" made up for some actors' inconsistent energy and focus.

Joshua Lee's portrayal of the naive Charlie Brown paralleled Schulz's protaganist, as Lee demanded sympathy for his haplessness.  His monologue about the red-headed girl displayed not only his excellent comedic timing, but also his ability to connect believably with a non-existent actor.  Kylie Guiral (Lucy) also pursued childhood love as she draped herself over Schroeder's (Zach Churchill) piano.  Her expressive face conveyed her honest disappointment when Churchill abruptly exited the stage.

Molly Delbridge's (Sally) hilarious coat hanger monologue strengthened her image of the concerned student, while her song "My New Philosophy" indicated her unfocused personality.  Alijah White's (Linus) strong, childish relationship with his blanket, especially in "My Blanket and Me," combined with his prodigious intelligence to create an accurate depiction of the Linus of the comic strip.

Sound designer Kyle Green adjusted quickly when  actors did not project or microphone cues were late.  Although the LHHS Pit Orchestra occasionally missed its entrances, for the most part, their timing coincided exactly when the actors began singing.

The multi-colored lights (Kathryn Bausch) projected onto the backdrop created silhouettes of the actors and indicated a scene change.  These occurred quickly and quietly, as the stage crew (Elizabeth Goldman, Madisen Hayes, Megan Crayne-Beall) under Devon Abdo entered and exited in the dark without speaking, placing most sets in their correct places.  The oversized props (Josefine Damgaard), such as the pencils and the composition notebooks, reinforced the young age of the Peanuts gang.

Laguna Hills High School's production of "You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown" easily expressed the "happiness" that can be found in anything, whether it be as simple as a pencil or as complex as a Broadway musical.

by Rebecca Miller of St. Margaret's

--------------------------------------------------

Back in the day when your biggest struggle was writing that 100-word essay, or when “My New Philosophy” became “No” Back when your biggest stress was multiplication tables, You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown is performed by Laguna Hills High School.

Based on the popular comic strip Peanuts by Charles M. Schulz, You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown is an adventure through the innocence of childhood.

Winning numerous awards, performed on Broadway and off-Broadway and eventually gaining its own television series, this musical is as popular as its characters.

The deer in the head lights stare and the awkward stance can be no other then “Charlie Brown” (Joshua Lee). Lee has great characterization he creates the small awkward boy through his screechy voice, straight arms and nervous mannerisms. Lee also does a great job with connecting with the “Red Head” his love that is not actually here.

Just as loved, maybe even a little more is “Snoopy” (Ginny Sklar). Sklar uses great facial expressions and strong levels in her voice. Most strongly emphasized during “Suppertime” where her meal is never just another. Sklar plays the most with her characterization bringing the most energy every time she is on stage.

Nobody can forget the crabby big sister that ruins everything, “Sally” (Molly Delbridge). Delbridge plays the big sister flawlessly using strong facials and hilarious tactics. Especially when she hits her little brother “Linus” (Alijah White).

Obviously not children, the show uses props (Josefine Damgaard) to give them a stronger child-like appearance. Using over-sized everything including Charlie’s lunch bag, the school kid’s notebooks and there matching giant pencils.

Although efficient an aspect that needs improvement is stage crew, they were timely but inaccurate. Forgetting props and missing marks that are clearly labeled.

With a few minor bumps and a lot of big kids, Laguna Hills High School had lots of fun portraying You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown”.

by Carly McNamee of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

Snoopy searching for the Red Baron.  Charlie Brown losing the baseball game.  Lucy examining her “crabbiness.”  These images are so tightly woven into American culture that they will forever symbolize a time when things were simpler and life was easier.  From Linus’ blanket to Schroeder’s piano to Charlie Brown’s unmistakable yellow t-shirt, Laguna Hills High School’s production of You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown brings Charles M. Schulz’s timeless comic strip out of the Sunday funnies and onto the stage.

It is clear that the actors are committed to their characters, and most of all, are ready to have fun on stage.  Lucy (Kylie Guiral) immediately establishes herself as Linus’ bossy older sister and is quick to point out the perfect example of Charlie’s “failure face.”  She intentionally yells her singing solos so that no other character will fail to notice her.  This creates a wonderful contrast with Linus (Alijah White), whose quiet, thumb-sucking demeanor highlights his intelligent observations and witty remarks.

Charlie Brown (Joshua Lee) claims the title role and succeeds as a likeable yet unusually downtrodden little boy.  Lee shines during his lunchtime monologue, where he admits to the audience that this is one of the worst times of day for him. However, after taking in his surroundings, which proves difficult when he has a brown paper bag over his head, he realizes that the rest of the day isn’t so great either.  His animated facial expressions and voice inflictions turn him into an entirely believable Charlie Brown.

Another noticeable character onstage was Sally (Molly Delbridge).  As Charlie Brown’s little sister, she feels it is clearly her responsibility to point out her brother’s flaws, which to her include more than just low self-esteem.  Vocally, she is the strongest character, showing off her talent during “My New Philosophy.”  Strong choices and commitment to character allow her to stand out where other members of the cast may be lacking.

Technically, strong aspects of the show include the props (Josefine Damgaard) used during “The Book Report” and other musical numbers, with the enormous composition books adding to the feel that the characters are still children.  The backlit stage (Kathryn Bausch) creates silhouettes at the beginning and end of the show, which add to the comic book effect.

Overall, the cast and crew prove that Happiness is watching strong performances and technical aspects come together onstage for an enjoyable evening.

by Chase Jackson of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

Forget about war and global warming and transport yourself into the world of Laguna Hills High School’s production of “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown,” where the world’s problems are exclusively based on simple events like getting your kite to fly and a one hundred page book report.

Based on the classic "Peanuts" comic strip series by Charles M. Schultz, “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown,” focuses on how a miserable day in the life of Charlie Brown can eventually lead to “Happiness.”

Joshua Lee portrays Charlie Brown honestly and genuinely.  From his rigid and awkward movements to his wide eyed expressions to his higher pitched voice, Lee remains consistent in his characterization throughout the entire show. His commitment to the self-loathing and self-conscious Brown is always believable as he pulls a book or dog bowl close to himself for comfort or tugs at his shirt. Lee delivers each and every one of his lines perfectly capturing every beat.

From the moment she walks onstage, Molly Delbridge, as Sally, captivates the audience with her wide smile. Delbridge’s commitment to her hyper character is carried on even while she is not the main focus of the scene. Her short attention span and shrill laugh encourage believability of her as a little girl. By pumping her arms as she marches off on the search for rabbits and using large arm motions and amusing gesticulations during “My New Philosophy,” Delbridge is enjoyable to watch.

Kylie Guiral as the frank and crabby Lucy is absolutely hilarious. Whether she is belting her notes or simply bullying the other characters, Guiral commands the focus she receives. Although exaggerating most movements in the show as well as expressions may become obnoxious, the risk she takes by committing to the motions makes them comedic.

The flow of the show was constant, and never slowed or stumbled. However, the stage crew, led by stage manager Devon Abdo, did seem to rush and would occasionally misplace a prop or two. Props by Josefine Damgaard work well with the idea of a two-dimensional comic strip. Also the use of oversized props increased the believability that the actors are children.

Pitch problems and lack of focus are the predominant hiccups; however the cast continues to perform with great energy as an ensemble.

by Melissa Nakano of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

“Happiness is two kinds of ice cream, knowing a secret, climbing a tree…” Happiness is seeing a performance that makes you laugh and dance in your seat. Happiness is Laguna Hills High School’s production of You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown by Clark Gesner and Andrew Lippa.

You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown is an imaginative musical exploration of the classic Peanut’s comic strip by Charles M. Schulz. It transforms memorable Peanuts moments into upbeat musical numbers separated by humorous vignettes.

Joshua Lee, playing the title role, is both comical and convincing in his physicalization of the five year old Charlie Brown. His wide-eyed eagerness and timid body language bring a necessary innocence to the cartoon-inspired show.  Lee trembles with nervousness at the sight of the “little red-headed girl,” creating facial expressions of both terror and excitement. His actions are consistently clear and amusing--a joy to watch.

Snoopy, played by Ginny Sklar, explodes with energy during each scene. Sklar commits to every movement, line, and canine antic, stealing focus and laughter with her bold choices. When Charlie Brown pets her, she convulses with delight, dropping her “hind legs” and wagging her tongue. Sklar’s liveliness and commitment are captivating, bringing energy to each and every scene.

Props, by Josefine Damgaard, and choreography, by Ben Garrett, work hand in hand to create memorable dance numbers that emphasize the playfulness and innocence of each character. During the number “My Blanket and Me,” the ensemble executes simple but playful choreography brought to life by the utilization of numerous blankets identical in both shape and size. The pastel-colored blankets seem to fly in the air as the dancers twirl and leap—a truly entertaining spectacle on stage.

Laguna Hills High School’s production of You're a Good Man Charlie Brown is guaranteed to give you some of that happiness you've been searching for.

by Samantha Aneson of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

“Some psychiatrists say that people who eat peanut butter sandwiches are lonely,” says Charlie Brown to himself, as he sits on a school bench, eating his peanut butter sandwich alone.  His reflections are interrupted when he notices his red-headed crush looking at him, and he immediately covers his head with a paper bag.  The light-hearted tone of Schulz’s beloved creation is recreated successfully in Laguna Hills’ production of “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown!”

In a series of skits and a number of memorable music numbers, the Peanuts gang question different aspects of their lives, whether it be new philosophies, the limits of being a dog, or the commercialization of Beethoven’s birthday.

The ages and personalities of Charlie Brown and his friends were portrayed accurately by most of the cast, most notably by Joshua Lee as he captures the awkwardness and insecurity of Charlie Brown through stiff movements, slouching, morose facials, and a tone of uncertainty.  Lucy’s bossy, shallow, and “crabby” personality was presented effectively by Kylie Guiral, with a loud demanding voice and occasional pouts.  The innocent yet witty nature of the young Sally Brown was believable, as Molly Delbridge subtle childlike movements, such as leaning back and forth on her heels and toes and speaking with a high-pitched voice.

Ginny Sklars, as Snoopy, commits to the canine aspect of the character through doglike but still coherent speech and animal-like movements, such as crawling around the doghouse roof with open palms.

In the musical number, “The Book Report,” the company of actors worked well to show off with their different personalities without overshadowing each other’s performances, as they sung about their different perspectives on their “Peter Rabbit” book reports.

Scene transitions were fluid, and the lights were well timed.  Even more delightful was seeing the actors remain in character as their silhouettes are seen moving across stage during these transitions.

Doing justice to these dearly loved characters, Laguna Hills puts on an enjoyable performance of the classic comic strip.

by Beverly Pascual of Tri-School

--------------------------------------------------

What has great acting, singing, music, and dancing? Simple: Laguna Hills High School’s production of You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown. This magnificent show was a powerful and fun production (told vingette style) that told of the adventures of everyone’s favorite block head, Charlie Brown.

The LHHS Pit Orchestra hit every colorful tone that Charlie Brown and the gang bobbed along to. Each sound was played so seemingly flawless that many in the audience didn’t know the soundtrack wasn’t played by a C.D. but instead by a group of talented students. Each song paired by LHHS Pit Orchestra sound and the actors voices was memorable and deserved the round of applause that it got.

One song that was extremely memorable was “My New Philosophy” wich Sally Brown and Schroeder sang. The character work that each actor put into the song was extremely noticable and highly enjoyable. Molly Delbridge, who played Sally Brown, was a joy on stage. Every step that she took seemed full of purpose and determination and each song that she sang was filled with sweet sounding notes and on- step dance moves. In addition, Zach Churchill who preformed the musical Schroder stood out in the show because of his wonderful voice. Each time that Curchill stepped on stage the audience would straighten up a bit in their chairs and lean in to the stage, ready to be carried away by his melodic voice. Needless to say that when this dynamic duo sang on stage together the song was none less than absolutely amazing.

Another amazing preformance was given by the comedic Kylie Gurial who preformed Charlie Brown’s loud-mouthed, bossy friend Lucy. Gurial found the perfect balance of sweet and bossy in her portrayal of Lucy, which enabled her to transform into Lucy and seem like she truly was the character.

And of course how could you have You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown without the good man himself, Charlie Brown, and Charlie Brown’s ever hungry dog, Snoopy. Joshua Lee played the title role of the loney Charlie Brown. He mastered the awkwardness of the character and the endearing traits that make the world love the undefined hero of Charlie Brown. Lee did an excellent job connecting with each of the characters and the audience, and had everyone rooting for the block head to succeed by the end of the musical. Ginny Sklar also did a good job of winning the audience over with her preformance as Snoopy. Sklar’s slightly over the top preformance was comedic and filled with great deliveries of songs and dances. Each movement that Sklar made was drastic and comedic which created a memorable character. With the preformances given by boy and his dog, Laguna Hills High School had a great show on their hands.

Through music and acting Laguna Hills High School succeeded with their fabulous production of John Gordon’s You’re  A Good Man Charlie Brown.

by Jenna Brady of Tri-School

--------------------------------------------------

Good grief! What is going on with the Peanuts Gang? Charlie Brown is an incompetent mess, Lucy is worried about her crabbiness (for once), and Snoopy can’t seem to get those dang birds off of his belly! Last Friday, Laguna Hills High School saluted the Peanuts Gang in their production of “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown”.

Charlie Brown cannot seem to get the confidence to talk to the cute little red-head girl of his dreams. Lucy finally sees that she is a mean, crabby person and tries to compensate for all her crabby ways. Sally’s grades are spiraling downward out of her own control, Linus tries to give up his blanket, Shroeder is stuck in a musician’s mindset, and Snoopy is having a problem of just being a normal dog!

Joshua Lee, as Charlie Brown, has total commitment and understanding of his character. The audience could see Charlie Brown’s childlike mannerisms, his lack of self confidence, and his immature facial expressions. Kylie Guiral, as Lucy, portrays a loud-mouthed know-it-all with grace. The audience could sense Lucy’s crabbiness and her high-flown pride.

Zach Churchill, as Shroeder, has an amazing voice. Zach Churchill hit his high notes with perfection which made him even more believable as a child prodigy. Molly Delbridge, as Sally, did an amazing job portraying Charlie Brown’s annoying little sister, and did a marvelous job singing. Her teasing gestures toward Charlie Brown and her childlike voice were wrapped up in a perfect package with her spot-on singing.

The silhouettes of the Peanuts Gang, Snoopy’s dog house, and the oversized pencils and composition books, brought the audience into Charlie Brown’s comic world. The stage crew could be seen behind the scenes, but are commended for their continuous, soundless scene changes.

Charlie Brown and his friends will always be remembered for their youthfulness and individual personas, but when put together, they make up one single unit called the Peanuts Gang.

by Noeli Acoba of Tri-School

--------------------------------------------------

Charles M. Schulz's comic strip Peanuts has been a part of American life for over fifty years, with three generations of Americans waking up to the familiar and quirky Peanuts gang every morning. On Friday night, however, the Peanuts gang we have all come to love truly came to life on the Laguna Hills High School stage in the musical production, You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown. The cast, with the help of director Susan Lord and a talented orchestra and tech crew, succeeded in presenting the audience with an enjoyable, funny, and quick-paced show that truly captured the spirit of Schulz's original comic strip.

From the very start of the show the audience couldn't help but feel for the lonely, despondent, yet sweet and endearing Charlie Brown, played by Joshua Lee. Joshua Lee threw himself into the part, creating an adorable character the audience couldn't help but love. Schroeder, played by Zach Churchill, and Linus, played by Alijah White, also succeeded in bringing the characters we all know so well to life.

Kylie Guiral, playing the part of Lucy, proved to be a natural to the stage. Guiral succeeded in bringing a uniqueness to her representation of the sassy Lucy while staying true to the comic strip at the same time. Especially humorous was her duet with Schroeder, in which she reveals to the audience her infatuation with none other than Schroeder himself. Even under her character's loud, screeching belt, the audience got a glimpse of Guiral's lovely voice.

Molly Delbridge, as Sally, never failed to deliver. Her delightful representation of one of the youngest members of the Peanuts gang never failed to make the audience smile. Delbridge also revealed her wonderful vocals in her solo, My New Philosophy, one of the standout performances of the show.

Ben Garrett must be recognized and applauded for his creative, fun, and suitable choreography of the show, along with the technical crew and orchestra for supporting the performers. Any small mistakes were overshadowed by the overall performances of the cast and the happy feeling of the show that just can't be ingored. The carefree ways of a little kid and the happiness the show embodies proved infectous, and the audience couldn't help but leave the theater smiling.

by Jayne Gustafson of University
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