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Course Description: 
Open to all students, Drama 1 is a one-year class that adheres to the California Theater Arts Standards.  
In this class students will learn a plethora of skills that will help them in other academic classes, in college and job interviews, in their careers, and in their interaction with other people. 

It also supports and develops the LHHS Vision Statement and the ESLR’s:
Laguna Hills High School Vision Statement
Through the cooperative involvement of all students, staff, parents and the community, Laguna Hills High School will strive to provide each student with the academic skills, knowledge and values needed to become active and contributing members of our global society.

Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLR’s)
H
-
Honorable and hardworking students
A
-
Active and contributing members of society
W
-
Wisely seeking to do their best
K
-
Knowledgeable and creative  
S
-
Students who are locally, nationally and internationally aware

S
-
Socially Conscious
O
-
Organized-developing strong work habits and learning to prioritize
A
-
Academically prepared; able to effectively apply speaking, reading, writing, science, and  math skills 

     to meet all curriculum standards
R
-
Respectful and Responsible-making wise decisions and acting with integrity
Expectations and Rules:


Be here—Good attendance is important since participation is an essential part of the class.


Be on time—Be in your seat and ready to begin when the bell rings.


Be prepared—Bring materials, bring costumes and props when necessary, memorize lines and be ready to rehearse or perform.

Be diligent—Complete your assignments on time.  I will not allow full credit for late work.  Projects with advance notice of due date (more than one week) must be turned in or performed on due date whether you attend school that day or not.


Be honest—Do your own work. Cite sources in research projects. Don’t lie to yourself or others.


Follow the rules!—school rules, class rules, assignment rules and game rules.


Respect people—Be attentive and considerate to other performers and supportive to your scene partners. Insulting remarks or derisive attitudes will NOT be tolerated.


Respect property—No food, drinks (except water), or gum in the theater or drama room.  Help keep the classroom, the theatre, and the campus clean.  Keep your feet off of and do not climb over the seats in the theater.  Be responsible for your own property and keep your hands off others’ belongings.

Respect the process—be willing to take chances; play the game!

Materials required for the class:

3-ring binder with four dividers labelled “Vocab,” “Tests and Handouts,” “Scripts,” and “Evaluations”
Composition Book (70 or 100 sheets) for journal (will be kept in classroom)
Paper, Pencil and eraser, pen (required daily)

Highlighter or colored pencils, Various props or costumes (occasionally)
Grading:  


Performances and Class Projects:

40%


Journal, Tests, Homework, Notebook: 
40%


Rehearsal/Daily Participation:

20%
What students will do this year in Drama 1…

Acting: Voice and Movement
· Mime/Pantomime: Perform an individual and group presentation.

· Improvisation: Participate in theater games; improvise characters and scenes 

· Oral Interpretation: Perform a poetry reading with emphasis on vocal techniques

· Reader’s Theater: Using a script, perform a scene with voice and sound effects only.

· Scenes:  Working with a partner or group, perform scenes from plays for the class and for other live audiences.

· Monologues:  Perform an original monologue (i.e., written by the student)
Writing and Reflection
· Theater Reviews: Attend and write one review of a live theater performance each semester. This can be intermediate school, high school, college, or professional theater.

· Journals: Keep an ongoing record about the process of preparation for performance, reflection on learning experiences, and observations and other ideas.

· Reading and Written homework assignments will be given for each unit studied; quizzes will be given on the reading; and notebooks will be checked twice a semester.

The Business of Theater
· Production Leaders: Students will investigate the roles of the director, producer, and stage manager.  

· The Technical Crews: Students will study the roles of the set-building, prop, lighting, sound, make-up, costume, and stage crews.

· Design for the Stage: Students will study of the elements of effective production design.  

· Creating a Production: Students will work collaboratively to create a unified performance for an audience.  Students will participate as a member of the stage crew or technician, as well as in acting roles.

History of Theater
· Students will create research-based projects and presentations in a survey of historical periods from Greeks to Modern Theater.

