CAPPIES REVIEWS FOR UP THE DOWN STAIRCASE


An inspirational story is told at Laguna Hills

New to teaching, Sylvia Barrett finds that her first job is not quite what she had expected; unruly students and a principal who is a strong proponent of discipline dampen the young teacher’s spirits. But Miss Barrett slowly gains the students’ respect as she attempts to make a difference in their lives. Laguna Hills High School's production of "Up the Down Stair Case" is a touching story of unwarranted trust and educational empowerment. 

As the play progresses, Miss Barrett, played by Collette Astle, transforms from a timid and capitulating woman into a strong-minded, confident individual. This subtle transition is awe-inspiring, and catalyzes the character development of Miss Barrett’s colleague and friend, Beatrice Schachter, played by Gabby Jackson. Sylvia Barrett’s innocent, hopeful nature rejuvenates Beatrice, inspiring her to connect with her students on a deeper level.

The school librarian, Charlotte Wolf, played by Victoria Johnson, renders hearty laughs with her detailed characterization. When she speaks with Miss Barrett, a subtle twitch in the neck, hunched-over shoulders, and stiff arms differentiate the comic Charlotte Wolf. She avoids making eye contact until she has finished speaking, at which point she cranes her neck towards Miss Barrett, staring with anticipation of the impending response. After speaking with the young teacher, Charlotte hastily shuffles off-stage, neck still twitching. 

Alice Blake, played by Megan Crayne Beall, makes an impression on the audience with her sincere performance. The realism that accompanies the way she sinks into her desk with embarrassment after accidentally turning in a diary entry as homework and the lustful look in her eyes as she thinks of her favorite teacher is captivating. 

The sound design by Jake Price is impeccable; every one of the countless school bells rings on cue, and period rock music serves as a smooth transition in between scenes. The stage crew, dressed as janitors, contribute to the fluidity of the play with their quiet, speedy scene changes. 

Although the students did not work cohesively together, their unique physicality and distinct character choices add comedy to this otherwise serious play. The cast is fully invested in their characters and feed off of each others’ energy. 

Laguna Hills High School's touching performance of “Up the Down Staircase” is the fruitful product of the hard work of this talented cast and crew.

by Taylor Thomas of Huntington Beach APA

Laguna Hill's teaches us a bit about life

"Hi ya Teach!" A rowdy group of students enter room 304 and quickly shatter whatever lesson plans Miss Sylvia Barrett had in mind. Laguna Hills High School's "Up the Down Staircase" stresses the impact teachers have on their students and their lives.

Christopher Sergel's adaptation of Bel Kaufman's novel is the humorous story of how first-time teacher, Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle) touches the lives of every one of her inner-city New York students. The entire cast, specifically the misfit class of room 304, has an enormous amount of energy and enthusiasm. Each character is clearly defined, both by David Schafer's costumes and the actors' choices. 

Collette Astle's slow transformation from a naive college graduate to strong, powerful teacher is natural and flows effortlessly with the story. Gabby Jackson's performance as Sylvia's fellow teacher, Beatrice Schachter is a stand-out. With priceless facial expressions, Jackson gets right into the heart of her character and provides the laughs when Sylvia is having a crisis.

Megan Crayne Beall is the love sick, Alice Blake who is crushing on English teacher, Mr. Paul Barringer (Cailon Moore). When delivering a romantic speech about Mr. Barringer, Crayne Beall sighs and tilts her head, completely infatuated with the professor as she mentions "his one eyebrow that moves upward when he talks". As the crazy school librarian, Victoria Johnson is a stand-out. Back hunched and eyes and hands always twitching, Johnson creates a character that is both over-top and realistic. 

Jake Price's sound design transports the audience to the 1960's with appropriate sound effects and the songs of the Rolling Stones and the Beatles during scene changes. Although several of the spots are shaky and uncertain of their placement, Michaela Trumble's lighting design clarifies exact who is speaking with simple spot lights and dims the lights when emotional letters are exchanged between Sylvia and her friend Ellen (Danielle Bartello).

Laguna Hills' production of "Up the Down Staircase" is as funny as it is emotional and teaches us all the impact a teacher a can have on a student's life.


by Megane Browne of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

Only Upsides for Laguna Hills’ “Up the Down Staircase”

Laguna Hills takes the audience back a few decades for an insight on the ups and downs of the educational system in the late 60’s. “Up the Down Staircase”, originally a book but adapted for the stage by Christopher Sergel, is about Sylvia Barrett, an aspiring English teacher who must fare the trials and tribulations of a 1969 public school in New York.        

It is apparent that the cast put forth an effort to express the time period in the technical aspects of their show.  Since the time period is on the borderline of the 60’s and 70’s, it is difficult to tell which decade the costume selections are leaning toward.  However, the costumes designed by David Schafer are beautifully constructed.  The hair done by Yaneli Gama truly capture the 60’s era with the trademark high pump.  The music done by Jake Price aids in scene transitions and captures the mood of the scenes especially toward the end.

Collette Astle (Sylvia Barrett) is the straight character that all the quirky personalities of the cast play off of.  However, her character still makes a full circle from beginning to end, starting as a naïve hopeful and ending as an enlightened adult. Astle captures this transformation wonderfully from the way she acts flustered and passive in the chaotic opening scene to how she portrays her newly found commanding aura by the end.  

The students as an ensemble work together for the most part, but where they truly shine is within each of their differing personalities.  Each student has an individual idiosyncrasy about them that they express through their body language and voice inflections.  Stand outs of the ensemble include Aimee Wood (Josie Rodriguez) whose shy demeanor and intentionally feeble voice extract sympathy from the audience.  Devon Maslyn (Lennie Neumark) is visibly dedicated to his bad-boy role from the way he twirls his drumsticks to his comedic crush on Ms. Barrett.  Megan Crayne Beall (Alice Blake) masters her love-sick character, especially apparent in her monologue where she accurately depicts someone hopelessly in love.

The more adult characters also have individual personalities, including Victoria Johnson (Charlotte Wolf) who plays the anal librarian.  She makes the character her own by humorously twitching at opportune times.

The audience is reluctant to go in the out exit after watching Laguna Hills’ “Up the Down Staircase”!     


by Lindsay Fiorentino of SOCSA Dana Hills

--------------------------------------------------
Lessons Learned at Laguna Hills

A delicate balance of comedy and drama had audiences laughing and sympathizing with the characters at Laguna Hills High School’s production of Up the Down Staircase.

Up the Down Staircase tells the story of a new teacher, Sylvia Barrett, trying to educate inner-city teens. As the school year progresses, Miss Barrett struggles to connect with un-responsive students, and must overcome the barriers that they have set up, in order to reach them. 

The actors were always interacting with each other, even when not in the spotlight. The entire cast developed unique and standout characters. The technical aspects of the show ran smoothly and emphasized the essence of the play.

Sylvia (Collette Astle) perfectly portrayed the struggles of a high school teacher, through the deliverance of her lines and interactions with her students. Her emotion was powerful, shown as she was brought to tears by the frustrations of teaching. She conveyed her emotions well, as did Beatrice (Gabby Jackson) who consoled her through the difficult times. She acted as an uplifting comedic force, but also brought across many serious points through her commanding performance.

Joe Ferrone (Luke Nofsinger) showed great change through his scenes with Sylvia, such as the heartwarming scene where he admits Miss Barrett is important to him, using his stage presence and attitude. Office administrator J.J. McHabe (Joshua Garcia), also shows improvement, as he goes from a punishing force in the school, to a more considerate school worker, revealing how he is influenced by Sylvia through his actions towards the other characters.

The students, although not always acting as a cohesive unit, developed strong personalities throughout the show, which was emphasized by their progressive characterization. Each student displayed their change through evolving mannerisms, and revealing how Miss Barrett affected their lives. 

The lighting and sound of the show added greatly to the performance. The lighting was dull in the beginning, setting the gloomy tone at the school, but towards the end of the show brightened, revealing the great improvements. The music was well fitting, as it was playing softly throughout the show set the time period of 1969. The costumes also were reminiscent of the late 60s, while also fitting each characters’ personality well. 

Up the Down Staircase was a well performed and inspiring show, as the actors were able to express how one person can bring about a great amount of change. 


by Tori Beringer of Huntington Beach APA

--------------------------------------------------
Down is Up at Laguna Hills 

“No one likes feeling unsatisfactory.” These are the words spoken from Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle), an enthusiastic English teacher who struggles to maintain a hectic class in her first year at teaching in a New York City school. These words are also the central theme to a show that is much more than a simple paradox of going “Up the Down Staircase.”

The character that demonstrates this theme the most is Joe Ferrone (Luke Nofsinger). This character may seem like the typical bad boy character, but as the audience gets deeper into the character, they can see that he struggles with life in and of itself. Ferrone daily travels up the staircase labeled down. While this may seem insignificant, it comes to show Joe’s rebellious nature toward society and how he is deliberate in going against everything it stands for. However, as the show progresses, Nofsinger’s exquisitely played transformation is shown when he states: “You’re a teacher. So teach me. I’m tired of going up the down staircase.” Nofsinger’s effortless display of a nonchalant, troubled character helps him come full circle at the end of the play. His performance is quite moving, captivating the audience. 

The teacher, Sylvia Barrett is ambitious, yet naïve, not aware of what she is getting herself into. Collette Astle, who plays this character, exudes this happy-go-lucky teacher who makes a journey throughout the play as well. Astle naturally displays a flustered teacher unaware of the shark infested water she has just dove into. However, her students aren’t the only ones learn something in the show. By the end of the play Astle has created a confident, sure character, who realizes that she needs her students just as much as they need her. 

Gabby Jackson, who plays Beatrice Schachter, the mother bear to Astle’s lost cub quality radiates a soft and gentle, yet bubbly and vivacious character that helps Sylvia in her journey, guiding her to her ultimate realization.

With a cast of outstanding individuals that somehow create a wonderfully cohesive cast, Laguna’s “Up the Down Staircase” is much more than a show about misfits, but rather a unique statement about the many problems of the American education system and how every student out there is struggling with some kind of inner transformation, wanting to be believed in. 


by Emily Ballmaier of Mission Viejo

-------------------------------------------

A young, ambitious teacher nurtures the hope of changing the lives of high schoolers by awakening their love in classic literature; however, her innocence causes her to underestimate the rowdiness of her students. Laguna Hill’s production of Up the Down Staircase is a heartwarming play that shows the growing bond between a teacher and her students. This play was made into a film in 1967.
 
Sylvia Barrett is a caring young lady who becomes a teacher in a big city in the hopes of becoming “friends” with her students. Eventually, she decides to leave the school because she thinks she isn’t making a difference. Little does she know, her genuine heart has touched the hearts of her students…

Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle) portrays her character as a girl who starts off naive and weak, but gradually transitions herself into a strong lady who is strong and stands up for what she wants. She shows her innocence through her eager smiles and exaggerated gestures, but later in the play, she begins to wear frowns and skeptical expressions more. She earns her students’ trust and admiration by always standing up for them and defending them against other facility members, like the strict J.J. McHabe (Joshua Garcia). She works well with her friend, Beatrice Schachter (Gabby Jackson). Jackson interprets her character as a reliable, constant friend who is always there for Astle. Whenever Sylvia is frustrated or needs someone to hear her out, Beatrice is always there to comfort her or talk sense into her. 
  
Luke Nofsinger plays Joe Ferrone, the rebel student who always “goes up the down staircase”.  He dislikes Sylvia at first, because he doesn’t appreciate her attempts at getting him not to quit school. He doesn’t like how she thinks that she is special from the other teachers, and he doesn’t want her to pretend like she really cares about his academics. As the play progresses, her honesty and dedication softens him up. Near the end, he leaves her a note saying that he is “tired of going up the down staircase”, meaning that he doesn’t want to be a bad boy anymore.

Alice Blake (Megan Crayne Beall), is a sweet schoolgirl who is desperately in love with Sylvia’s love interest, Paul Barringer (Cailon Moore). Although some characters seem forced, her infatuation is shown through her facial expressions and voice tones. 

Victoria Johnson plays the librarian, and she possesses strong stage presence. Johnson always walks with her head hunched over, is always twitching, speaks in a high-pitched, squeaky voice, and she never looks at people directly in the eyes when she is talking to them. Her portrayal of a stereotypical librarian draws laughs from the audience. The lighting is done by Michaela Trumble, and whenever the spotlights focus on an individual character, it usually lets the audience into the characters’ minds.
 
Laguna Hill’s “Up the Down Staircase” is a sweet play that is suitable for audience members of all ages. 

by Amanda Jiang of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

The story of a young teacher with foolish hopes working in an inner city school, has been translated and interpreted in far too many ways over the past decades. Rarely is there a show with the same plot, but Laguna Hills High School did a superb job of interpreting the show Up the Down Staircase which deals with the issues of high school students and their struggles in the inner city.

The cast of a show like Up the Down Staircase calls for a larger cast, which in turn gives many actors a chance to show their talents.  Teenagers can vary so greatly from a nerd to a slum who refuses authority. All actors portrayed their characters extremely well but there were a few who fell short. 

The main character of Miss Barrett was the one character everybody was rooting for in the show. In the beginning the audience was not sure weather she would pull through and stand up for herself by the end of the show. Of course she pulled through and in the end realized that her job as a teacher of these adolescents made her learn that she needed them as much as they need her.

This play was meant to be done with experienced actors, and although non of the actors from LHHS are professional, they put on an exceptionally realistic adaptation. There were so many moments in which the audience nearly fell out of their seats in laughter from the over the top characters throughout the show. 

It was a very enjoyable show in all and it was very refreshing to see so much fresh talent from LHHS. 


by Julia Champommier of Aliso Niguel

--------------------------------------------------

 
Laguna Hills is on the right ‘Staircase’

Laguna Hills High School put on a wonderful performance of Up the Down Staircase, with so many great aspects of the show it’s hard to just name a few. In every show, this one being no different there were good moments and great moments, and ones that could have been better. The show is centered around Ms. Barrett, a high school English teacher who changes the lives of her students and in the end helps one of them in particular to choose no longer to go “Up the Down Staircase”.  This cast captured the overall essence of the plot and conveyed the lives of these students all dealing with different issues, but brought together by their need to get on the right track, and even more so their need for someone to get them there.

One great aspect of the show such as, some of the intricate costumes, designed David Schafer were well put together and took the audience back to the era of the hippies and the ever changing trends influenced by the world around them. Other mentionable aspects were the hair and make-up also very era appropriate without being too over the top. As well as sound the various sound cues such as the bells, that were always right on time as well as the music that faded in and out in-between the scenes and seemed to in a way, replace the dialogue at times when nothing but action was needed from a character and the music was there to simply set the overall mood of the scene.  

Lastly the actors seemed to be in-sync as a well trained ensemble, especially the student body as a whole.  Special mention goes to some stand out performers such as the lead actress Collette Astle playing Sylvia Barrett, Beatrice: played by Gabby Jackson, and Joe Ferrone, Charlotte Wolf and Sadie Finch played by Luke Nofsinger, Victoria Johnson and Gianna McLaughlin. The entire casts did well with a few minor mishaps, but while some character were merely the glue that held the show together, characters such as the librarian: Charlotte Wolf (Victoria Johnson), clearly the comic relief, gave the show substance and are to be commended. Laguna Hills did a wonderful job of taking us on their journey of life, love and free expression in their rendition of Up the Down Staircase.


by Alyssa Hoekstra of Esperanza

--------------------------------------------------

"Laguna Hills shows the true meaning behind going 'Up the Down Staircase'"

'Up the Down Staircase' is about a new teacher, Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle) that comes into a classroom with high expectations. Sylvia soon realizes she has to change her ways when she can't even get through the attendance, with all the interruptions from the office aids (Taylor Slater and Colet Goossens) and the students. A fellow teacher, Beatrice Schachter (Gabby Jackson) helps to guide Miss Barrett through the ways of high school teaching.

Sylvia Barrett starts out a naive teacher, thinking everything is going to go as she plans. By the end she makes a complete transition into a stronger and all around better teacher. Without her students it would be impossible. She learns more from her students, then anyone else.

Joe Ferrone (Luke Nofsinger) makes the biggest impact on Miss Barrett. He plans to drop out after the semester, but Sylvia tries to talk him out of it. When Nofsinger finds out about Sylvia applying for another job at different school, he tells her that he isn't going to come back. She realizes that she can't just abandon her students like that and decides to stay, and amazingly Joe stays too.

Both the school clerk (Gianna McLaughlin) and the librarian (Victoria Johnson) have distinctive traits that work well. Gianna has a very screechy voice and every time she goes back into the office, she runs into the wall and door. Victoria has this twitch that she does when she walks away after she talks to somebody about the problems going on in the library.

All throughout the show the characters become isolated one by one, each telling their part. The way they show the isolation of each character is by dimming the light all throughout the stage and put a spot light on the specific character that is speaking. The spot lights are nicely done by Kelsey Burtness and Garrett Crawbuck. 

For the most part the costumes show good individuality and are well put together. All made possible by the costume designer (David Schafer).

On the whole, it is a good quality show with lots of laughs and sympathy.



by Kimberly Hagin of Esperanza

--------------------------------------------------

“LHHS warms hearts by going Up the Down Staircase”

Constant announcements disregarding the last, piles of paper to fill out, unruly students, windows breaking, and a missing board eraser. These are all factors that make up Sylvia Barrett’s first day in room 304. Laguna Hills High School doesn’t hold back in their production of “Up the Down Staircase.” 

Written as a novel by Bel Kaufman in 1961, “Up the Down Staircase” portrays Sylvia Barrett’s first time teaching at Calvin Coolidge High School. While she tries to teach a passion of literature to her rebellious students, she faces many obstacles such as the ever-changing rules of the school, the inflexibility of the rules, and the desire of everyone, including Barrett, to drop out and move on.

The whole cast stayed true to the story as their energy increased throughout the play as if their characters were getting more comfortable in the class. Collette Astle as Sylvia Barrett immersed herself into the role of authority. Not only did she lead the class as the teacher, she leads the cast as an actress with her memorable connection with each of the characters.

Many of the actors focused on the details of their character which was refreshing to see. A difficult task by any standard, Megan Crayne Beall found the subtle nuances of the character of Alice Blake. Victoria Johnson as Charlotte Wolf, the librarian, added comedy to the show with a twitch of her neck that was pure entertainment. 

Although, the rhythm of reactions from the actors are slow the support from the sound choices chosen by Jake Price provided the audience with background music that helped to enhance the emotion of the scene.

The costumes, designed by David Schafer suited the characters of the 1960s. The close attention to detail is noticeable and appreciated by the audience. One costume that is unforgettable is the green leather dress worn by the character Linda Rosen (Kendra Womack).

All in all, the production of Laguna Hills High School’s “Up the Down Staircase” delivered a warming and thoughtful rendition.


by Logan Meyer of Esperanza

--------------------------------------------------

The Class Goes Wild for Laguna Hills’ ‘Up the Down Staircase’

Through a series of letters and notes, the students of Laguna Hills High School tell the story of a young teacher’s struggle to educate a group of difficult teenagers.  Based off of Bel Kaufman’s novel, and later a film featuring Sandy Dennis, “Up the Down Staircase” educates the audience on high school students’ perspective and personal dilemmas.

In 1969, a newly credentialed teacher, Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle) takes a teaching position highly motivated to instill a love for learning in her students.  However, when she meets her students including, Lennie Neumark (Devon Maslyn), Linda Rosen (Kendra Womack), and Joe Ferrone (Luke Nofsinger), her motivation quickly decreases.  Although the journey is extremely challenging, with the support of a fellow teacher, Beatrice Schachter (Gabby Jackson) and a dear friend, Ellen, (Danielle Bartello) Miss Barrett is able to overcome the many obstacles and connect with her students. 

Collette Astle exemplifies great maturity when playing the role of Sylvia Barrett.  Despite her age, she establishes a true concern for her students that shows sophistication far beyond her years.  Her composed facial expressions and nurturing voice express the fact that she deeply cares for her students and wants them to succeed.  Astle’s performance establishes a strong leading role. 

Victoria Johnson, portraying the school librarian, Charlotte Wolf, steals the show with her hilarious mannerisms.  Though her stage time is slight, each moment she is onstage she has the audience in hysterics.  With every movement, Johnson fully encompasses an uptight school librarian.  Her high pitched voice, hunched posture, and even twitch create the entertaining take on a librarian.  

Gabby Jackson (Beatrice Schachter) keeps the audience laughing with her amusingly sarcastic sense of humor and good timing.  

The costume designs created David Schafer aid to define each student as an individual character.  Each character has a unique style and costume specific to his or her character type.  Though the customs did not appear completely loyal to the time period, the distinct costumes create the individuality that each character needs.   

Laguna Hills High School’s performance of ‘Up the Down Staircase’ teaches audiences the significance that education has on both society and its members.   

by Elise Cruz of Fullerton

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Makes a Good First Impression

Sylvia Barrett beings her teaching career as students throw paper wads with poor aim, fall in love with the dreamy English teacher, and as her fellow co-workers come in and out of her classroom. Laguna Hills High School successfully climbed “Up the Down Staircase.” 

“Up the Down Staircase”  was written by Christopher Sergel based on the novel by Bel Kaufman. Bel Kaufman wrote the book in the beginning of the 1960's basing it on her own adventure as a high school teacher in New York City. In 1967, Sandy Dennis starred in the movie and two years later Christopher Sergel adapted it for the stage. 

 “Up the Down Staircase” is about a new teacher who starts the first day of school enthusiastically and ends the day feeling like a failure.  As the semester progresses, the teacher, Sylvia Barrett experiences the ups and downs of teachers, but she discovers that her goal is to “make a permanent difference in the life of a child.” 

Sylvia Barrett was played by Collette Astle, who convincingly portrayed the innocence and ambition of her character. Astle worked well with Gabby Jackson who enacted Barrett's teaching friend, Beatrice Schachter. They had great chemistry and were the strongest characters. Astle and Jackson used their beats and had great character development. It  was obvious they spent a lot of time rehearsing. The students had good chemistry and helped the story move along. They did a great job performing together and showing the need for a teacher who does not only teach the material, but also gets involved in the student's life. 

The acting in Laguna Hills High School was worthy of applause. The costuming was not cohesive, some costumes were of the time period, while others were not thought out fully.  The techies were dressed up as custodians and that was very creative. The script was a great choice and the actors portrayed it well. 

by Elizabeth Dravis of Huntington Beach APA

--------------------------------------------------

The Never-Ending Staircase at LHHS

Based on the novel by Bel Kaufman, “Up the down Stair Case” has survived since the 1960s.  This novel set in New York City has transformed into a movie and play in 1969 through Christopher Sergel.  Within this play, one may find laughter and sympathy toward the characters’ attitudes they have for education.  This play introduces the audience with difficulties a school faces; ranging from struggles a teacher confronts with trying to emotionally reach her students, or the pressure a student is oppressed by, balancing sufficient grades and respect toward teachers and fellow students.
 
“Up the Down Stair Case” leaves an audience with respect for all teachers.  Students forget the superiority a teacher maintains.  Through life along come decisions students come face to face with:  Dropping out, completing homework, showing up to classes everyday on time, and simply learning respect for someone who is willing to direct a student’s future of success.  Gradually throughout the play, we meet the characters through their thoughts and ideas.  The audience does not see or hear many of the characters’ faces or voices, because the characters represent students who could care less about their future, who simply walk up and down the staircase at their school without meaning.  Though as the characters grow emotionally attached to their teacher, they release their individuality and sincere mannerisms through soliloquies of humorous jokes and sympathetic, insecure thoughts felt in reality.  Because they are youthful students, the characters’ confidence and emotions rise, showing the diversity that youth has to offer.

With creativeness, Susan Lord (director) chose to add music into the play.  Considering the actors did not have mikes, the music that fit the era unfortunately drowned out some of the actors.  The costumes in this production were fairly disappointing.  Some outfits were much too modernized for this time period.  Although the plaid skirts were perfectly fitted, the brand named shoes known as “Toms” and the “American Eagle” brand jeans just didn’t cut it.  The lead actress (Collette Astle) who plays Sylvia Barrett is an exquisite actress who transforms from a naïve school teacher to a strong teacher who realizes her purpose of changing young lives for the better. 
 
Despite the fact that the students could have carried their roles much more professionally, audiences leave feeling an aura of respect towards a well-rounded education, which is the catalyst for a successful life.

by Jayme O'Hanlon of Huntington Beach APA

--------------------------------------------------

 Laguna Teaches Audiences a Lesson 

Rustling of papers, the drone of a school bell and the chatter of students are sounds synonymous with a new school year in any era. In Laguna Hills High School’s production of the 1969 play “Up the Down Staircase,” it is made glaringly clear that these sounds are not the only thing about public school that are still prevalent today. 

Upon arriving to her first day at class, new teacher Sylvia Barrett’s (Collette Astle) bright and shining attitude soon sets her apart from, not only her students, but fellow coworkers as well. Barrett’s determination to succeed in an inner-city New York public school soon proves to be a much more difficult feat than she had ever imagined. Disappointed and downtrodden after just one day, Sylvia exits class wondering if she will ever know how to respond to the question “How’s it goin’, teach?”

Entering the stage with such enthusiasm that comes along with a young teacher’s first day of teaching, Collette Astle’s portrayal of the eager to teach Sylvia Barrett proves to be purely honest and genuine. Between her optimistic beginning and successful ending it is not always an easy journey for Ms. Barrett and Astle reveals this teacher’s earnest emotions of disappointment and the excitement of a final breakthrough with her students in a sincere and heartfelt way. As a mentor in an unfamiliar territory, fellow teacher Beatrice Schachter (Gabby Jackson) is always there helping hand when things get tough for Sylvia. Whether it be sorting through the millions of seemingly cryptic pieces paperwork or calming an unruly class, Jackson’s soothing voice and persona always seems to be available for condolence. 

Always reminding audiences of the rebellious 1960s feel of this play is the music and sound effects provided by Jake Price. Though adding as much background music to a show as Price did can, at times, prove to be a distracting move he did so wonderfully with not only the placement of his songs but the reserved level at which they were added. 

Though at times it may seem like the only way to go is against the natural flow of things, Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Up the Down Staircase” proves that succeeding is easier when you let things take you where they may. 


by Susanna Duvalis of Mission Viejo

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills teaches with Staircase

Set in a New York City public school during the 1960s, Up the Down Staircase is the stage adaptation Bel Kaufman’s novel of the same name. The play follows Sylvia Barrett in a school of unmotivated students and cold faculty as she breaks the mold by showing her students that learning something as simple as the difference between “who” and “whom” can turn their lives around.

Collette Astle plays Sylvia Barrett, the young, passionate educator. Astle excels at feeling her character’s bright enthusiasm for teaching and her morbid disappointment when she feels she is defeated by her students’ apathy. She understands Sylvia’s youthful naivety, but matures as she faces the challenges of her profession. 

Gabby Jackson (Beatrice Schachter) plays Barrett’s first companion at the new school. She contrasts Astle’s performance with a seasoned callousness to the harsh conditions of the hallways and classrooms. Jackson’s confident smirk and natural chuckle make her maturity believable.

The actors playing the school’s adult administrators represent the harsh, calculating bureaucracy of the public education system. As the assistant principal, Joshua Garcia (J.J. McHabe) ruthlessly reprimands the students and their kind teacher for their miniscule violations. On the lighter side, Victoria Johnson mocks the system’s inefficiency as the librarian who will not allow students to check out books. She hurries about the school with a nervous twitch and squeaky delivery to provide comic relief.

While they often act as a group, the ensemble of students is packed with distinct, individual characters. From the boy-crazy fashionista to the teacher-crazy punk rocker, each teen has something great to offer. It is hard not to sympathize with Aimee Wood with her shy and sulky nature. Jonah Buckels demands attention as the nerd by loudly articulating every line he is given, and Mikey Lathon’s pessimistic classroom comments are ripe with dry humor.

Jake Price’s sound designs add ambiance to the production. The frequent bell rings are always on schedule, and the selected background music contribute to the show’s 1960s setting. 

Sylvia Barrett believes that “a man’s reach should exceed his grasp,” quoting a poem by Robert Browning. With Up the Down Staircase, Laguna Hills demonstrated thinking and feeling that went far beyond the grasp of an average high school cast. 

by Geoff Kaufman of SOCSA Dana Hills

--------------------------------------------------

Only Upsides for Laguna Hills’ “Up the Down Staircase”

Laguna Hills takes the audience back a few decades for an insight on the ups and downs of the educational system in the late 60’s. “Up the Down Staircase”, originally a book but adapted for the stage by Christopher Sergel, is about Sylvia Barrett, an aspiring English teacher who must fare the trials and tribulations of a 1969 public school in New York.        

It is apparent that the cast put forth an effort to express the time period in the technical aspects of their show.  Since the time period is on the borderline of the 60’s and 70’s, it is difficult to tell which decade the costume selections are leaning toward.  However, the costumes designed by David Schafer are beautifully constructed.  The hair done by Yaneli Gama truly capture the 60’s era with the trademark high pump.  The music done by Jake Price aids in scene transitions and captures the mood of the scenes especially toward the end.

Collette Astle (Sylvia Barrett) is the straight character that all the quirky personalities of the cast play off of.  However, her character still makes a full circle from beginning to end, starting as a naïve hopeful and ending as an enlightened adult. Astle captures this transformation wonderfully from the way she acts flustered and passive in the chaotic opening scene to how she portrays her newly found commanding aura by the end.  

The students as an ensemble work together for the most part, but where they truly shine is within each of their differing personalities.  Each student has an individual idiosyncrasy about them that they express through their body language and voice inflections.  Stand outs of the ensemble include Aimee Wood (Josie Rodriguez) whose shy demeanor and intentionally feeble voice extract sympathy from the audience.  Devon Maslyn (Lennie Neumark) is visibly dedicated to his bad-boy role from the way he twirls his drumsticks to his comedic crush on Ms. Barrett.  Megan Crayne Beall (Alice Blake) masters her love-sick character, especially apparent in her monologue where she accurately depicts someone hopelessly in love.

The more adult characters also have individual personalities, including Victoria Johnson (Charlotte Wolf) who plays the anal librarian.  She makes the character her own by humorously twitching at opportune times.

The audience is reluctant to go in the out exit after watching Laguna Hills’ “Up the Down Staircase”!     


by Lindsay Fiorentino of SOCSA Dana Hills

--------------------------------------------------

A Heartfelt Lesson from Laguna Hills High School

Miss. Sylvia Barrett first received enthusiasm from her class of inner-city pupils with the help of a Robert Browning quote - “Ah, but a man’s reach should exceed his grasp, or what’s a heaven for?” Answers and arguments ricocheted off the walls in response to her questions: Should we hope for the impossible? Does failure lead us to greater success? To the students who have faced rejection, judgment, and abuse, effort seems like a hopeless road to nowhere. However, Miss. Barrett teaches the students, and eventually learns herself, that sometimes the only difference between success and failure is knowing someone believes in you. In their production of ‘Up the Down Staircase,’ the students at Laguna Hills High School present the story of a teacher devoted to making a difference in the lives of her students.

Collete Astle admirably leads her classroom of rowdy students as teacher Sylvia Barrett, displaying passion balanced with a subtle sense of humor one often finds in great mentors. Initially portraying a naive college graduate, Astle employs crisp enunciation and a soft tone to show Barrett’s uncertainty as a teacher. As the play progresses, however, Astle develops into a more confident persona, looking students and fellow administrators straight in the eye and infusing power into her words. 

Gabby Jackson steals the spotlight with her portrayal of big-hearted, “most likely to help a student for unselfish reasons” teacher Beatrice Schachter. Lending a sense of sincerity to the production, Jackson’s superb sense of timing allows her quips to seem spur-of-the-moment and lends gravity to her more meaningful scenes. During her intimate coffee chats with Astle, Jackson adopts a motherly air, suggesting experience and warmth with her knowing glances and contagious laugh. 

Although at times the students had difficulty expressing a cohesive unit, individual performances were wonderfully detailed and organically portrayed the eccentricities of each character. Standouts include rebel without a cause Joe Ferrone (Luke Nofsinger), lovesick Alice Blake (Megan Crayne Beall), and sweet punk rocker Lennie Neumark (Devon Maslyn). 

A round of applause is due to Jake Price (sound design) for setting the mood and transitioning between scenes with era-appropriate 1960’s tunes. 

The students at Laguna Hills High school may have taken a reach of faith with their production of 'Up the Down Staircase,' but their sincere and heartfelt performance would most certainly be labeled a success.


by Marisa Shimano of SOCSA Dana Hills

--------------------------------------------------

Like it or Not, I'll be Going UP the Down Staircase

Whether he's going in the out door or up the down staircase Joe Ferrone shows that he's a rebel without a cause out to prove himself. Up the Down Staircase is a play about an inspirational story of a teacher, Sylvia Barrett(Collette Astle) who begins her first teaching job at a high school filled with troubled teens. The play is mainly based on the trials and tribulations she must face with each of the students. Especially Joe Ferrone(Luke Nofsinger) a rebellious teenager that has high hopes to get out of high school as soon as possible.  But when he finds out that Sylvia actually believes and trusts in him, he has second thoughts on going “Up the Down Staircase” and turning from his rebelious ways to good ones.
        The set was very detailed and related well to the actions and storyline of the play as a whole. For instance whenever someone would leave the classroom they would go up the up staircase, except Joe Ferrone, which portrayed well the symbolism of Joe's rebelious nature.  The lighting transitioned very well between characters and from situation to situation. One really enjoyable lighting effect was the dimming of the lights when the scene was finishing. The sound was also something that struck a chord with the audience. They would play music that went along perfectly with the time period and with the emotions that were flowing through the acts. The music was used very uniquely, it almost was like watching a movie that was set to the cooresponding music and flowed perfectly, usually not found in most plays.

The actors in the play had very realistic blocking that allowed the audience to believe their characters and relate to them. One student that almost everyone in the audience could relate to was Josie Rodriguez (Aimee Wood) the shy not overly social girl whose always afraid to talk in the class. She took a long journey throughout the play as Sylvia Barrett, her teacher, helps her face her fear of speaking in front of people. Some students that offerred a lot of humor to the play was Lennie Neumark (Devon Maslyn) and Edward Williams (esquire) (Mikey Lathon). Both of these students had their own individual physicality that really stood out to the crowd. For instance when Lennie, the punk rocker with a mohawk, would say something that he'd finish off by claiming; from “The Hawk” which got  the crowd laughing every time. Edward Williams Esquire added humor to the play by always correcting the teacher on his name “ Edward Williams Esquire!!!” He would also complain and make excuses that he would always fail classes because he was black! In the Administrative Department Charlotte Wolf (Victoria Johnson), the librarian, held her character flawlessly. She had a famous twitch and squeaky voice that always put a smile on the audience's face. Another character that really stood out was Beatrice Schachter (Gabby Jackson), the veteran “voice of reason” teacher. She supported Sylvia throughout all of her troubles and added bits of humor to it as well. She never went over the top with her character which allowed her character to be one of the best in the show!

All in all, the play really stood out from most others. From the unique outstanding sound to the realistic actors, filled with comedy and the properly lighting, the play really expanded the barriers of normal plays at this level and astounded the audience! Sylvia Barrett portrayed her character perfectly and constantly tugged at our heart-strings time and again. Simply put, she was a phenomenal lead that the other characters fed off of and had us following along with their every move, whether going up the up staircase or “Up the Down Staircase”!

by Mckenna Ryan of SOCSA Dana Hills

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Makes Their Way Up the Down Staircase

With expressive costumes, outstanding performances, and a powerful message, Laguna Hills High School’s performance of Up the Down Staircase had the audience laughing and crying throughout the production. This play, set in New York City, 1996, is about an inspirational teacher, Sylvia Barrett, (Collette Astle) who commences her teaching career in a low-class school in New York. She immediately learns that teaching her students would require a different approach than normal. She receives some helpful hints and advice from her flamboyant colleague Beatrice Schachter (Gabby Jackson). The play is heavily based on the tribulations Miss Barrett, also known as “Teach” must face in order to understand the personalities and goals of each student. As “Teach” Astle carried the show with her eloquently spoken words and grasping character representation.

With this said, each person still embraced their character and portrayed a persona in which everyone can relate: Lennie Neumark (Devon Maslyn) a mowhalk-wearing drum stick-carrying rocker with a certain love for his teacher. Edward Williams (Mikey Lathon) an earnest African-American boy who believes the racism in his school is overwhelming and must be abolished. Other noted performances include Alice Blake(Megan Crayne Beall), an intelligent teen who falls head over heels for her attractive English teacher Paul Barringer(Cailon Moore). Last but not least Joe Ferrone (Luke Nofsinger), the “bad boy” of the class who Miss Barrett attempts to trust hoping he would stay in school. Each of these characters and the other students held their own, and with their acting along with costumes that suited their personality, the audience had a connection with each and every one of them by the time the play ceased. 

Overall this play very well done. It portrayed the theme that one must believe in others in order to believe in themselves and also shed light on the constant struggles with public schools. As a whole Laguna Hills High School did a job well done in their performance of Up the Down Staircase.


by Samantha Kelley of SOCSA Dana Hills

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna luminously leads audiences Up the Down Staircase

Laguna Hills embraces reality with their production of Up the Down Staircase. The lack of motivation that defines several schools serves as the underscore to a show with themes of loyalty, aspiration, and second chances.

Apathetic teachers barking contradictory commands. Neglected students causing mischief in the hope of listening ears. A dreary blend of discontent and disrespect lingering in the air. This is the 1960’s high school that bright-eyed Sylvia Barrett excitedly enters, with high expectations concerning her first teaching opportunity. She never releases the hope that shapes her as a teacher, and a person despite lethargic teenagers and disapproving administrators.

Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle) is inspirationally perseverant and powerfully understanding. This difficult cliché does not affect Astle. The only thing Astle sets out to do is convey Sylvia’s objective of being a relatable teacher to her cast mates. From that solitary dedication to Sylvia the character, Astle builds remarkable moments of hauntingly strong emotion.

Bea Schachter (Gabby Jackson), a teacher with Sylvia, radiates intelligence and heart-warming humor. Whenever Jackson is on-stage, she always manages to be the center of attention, even if her only job at the moment is to observe. Jackson captivates audiences with a bright smile, a genuine love for laughter, and a sharp tongue useful for astute words of advice and moments of indisputable comedy.

Ellen (Danielle Bartello) is the only one looking from the outside into Sylvia’s life. Though Ellen and Sylvia are never literally in the same place, through the power of suggestive metaphor, Ellen stands by Sylvia’s side through a series of letters. Bartello stands alone in this production because she is the only actor who accesses a tone of theatricality. With dramatic character choices and an impeccable talent to listen to her fellow cast members, Bartello excels in a role which is meant to solely serve as a plot enhancer.

The sound in this production perfectly sets the tone for the entire show. Aided with cues that seem to start and stop with seamless ease and a plethora of 60’s favorites from artists such as the Beatles, the audio masterpiece of Up the Down Staircase heighten this performance to the next level.
 
Laguna Hills tries to expel a simple message of ambition with Up the Down Staircase. Performed with distinctive charisma, this production truly is like no other in the hearts of its audience.


by Karly Thomas of St. Margaret's

--------------------------------------------------

 Teaching Perseverance through Staircases at Laguna Hills

The theatre department at Laguna Hills High School, in its production of Christopher Sergel's "Up the Down Staircase", transports us to a New York City classroom in the sixties. A young teacher, newly out of graduate school, beams, envisioning her hopes of not only engaging her students in complex discussions of Chaucer but also impacting their lives. However, at the ring of the first bell, chaos ensues and the teacher, Sylvia Barrett, musters up her courage and conquers the challenges presented by her students.

Although few lack energy, the cast is able to work together as a unit, working fluidly to recreate the aura of school. Each student is able to successfully simulate a protagonist who encounters a personal revelation. The breakthroughs retain the strong choices that each actor makes and provide clear distinction between each student.

Collette Astle adeptly personifies Sylvia Barrett and her journey through her vast range of emotions. As a character who was naive but shot down to reality, Astle summons all emotions from a wistful glance to a cold glare when nagged by the uptight librarian. When she is not under the spotlight, she remains true to her character when writing one of her many informative letters. Astle's natural acting and genuine enthusiasm soundly anchor the show.

Alongside is Gabby Jackson as the down-to-earth Beatrice Schachter. Jackson adopts an authentic sassiness that provides a lightheartedness to the scene but still comes across as serious for the situation at hand. Jackson is skillful at her brisk transitions from a quick-witted colleague to an almost maternal-like figure as she provides counsel. 

Notably, Devon Masyln (Lennie Neumark, the punk) encompasses his infatuation for Sylvia by leering behind her and taking in the scent of her hair as she attempts to call for attention. Meanwhile, Victoria Johnson (Charlotte Wolf) humorously epitomizes the classical librarian with deft head twitches, a persnickety screech, and a shuffle that seems to “tsk”.

Sound (Jake Price) complements the scene without overpowering the overall atmosphere. The music seems reminds us the sixties era and it intertwines smoothly with montages. Meanwhile, the stage crew is quick and efficient. With the use of janitor costumes, they blend in perfectly with the scenes and do not interfere with the flow.

Through a heartwarming and enjoyable show, Laguna Hills teaches us to never give up and to always persevere for our dreams.



by Meaghan Hurr of St. Margaret's

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills Goes “Up the Down Staircase”

Laguna Hills performs Christopher Sergel’s “Up the Down Staircase” about an ambitious English teacher whose first job is at an inner city high school.  She harbors hopes of positively impacting and changing the students’ lives. But, instead is quickly discouraged from the indifference her students show towards learning and doesn’t know if she will make a difference in their lives.

Collette Astle as Sylvia Barrett, is charming as she shows her love and passion for literature and English.  When she meets her homeroom, Astle displays well how the character becomes flustered and shaken and how confused the character feels after being so confident that she would inspire her students to learn.  Astle performs well the transition and journey the character makes from being timid and shy to becoming strong, confident, and demanding on stage and getting attention from her students.

The role of Beatrice Schachter is played by Gabby Jackson who is refreshing and hilarious in her meaningful facial expressions and her spot-on imitations of other characters.  Jackson works well with her fellow cast members and really lets others feed off her energy and spunkiness.

Charlotte Wolf is sidesplitting as the stereotypical librarian.  Wolf adds twitches and cries of hysteria when books are overdue or shelved in the wrong place and her posture on stage helps identify the personality and the character’s ludicrousness.  When Wolf quickly marches off stage, her sharp turns and quivers of fury draw laughs. It’s admirable that Wolf sticks to her character with no hesitation.

The whole cast works well as a unit.  Though there are many different personalities that pop-up and are represented, a special bond is formed with each character.  The cast also knows when to tone down and let the spotlight and focus on others and when to let it all out and step into the spotlight.  The cast is a great team that takes cues and bounces energy off each other well.

The lighting for the play is commendable in that way it is focused on certain characters when getting an insight into each character and focusing on their thoughts.  The lighting really helps to know each character’s reaction to what is going on around them and helps to create a tight bond and connection to each character.

Laguna Hills’ performance of “Up the Down Staircase” displays why high school theater is celebrated.


by Tessa Hurr of St. Margaret's

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills boldly goes Up the Down Staircase

Laguna Hills’ production of Up the Down Staircase breathes life into the story of Sylvia Barrett, a frustrated teacher at an inner-city high school who struggles to inspire in her students an appreciation for the benefits of secondary education and the literature.

Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle) undergoes a startling transformation as she learns from her students just as they learn from her. Originally, she embodies a scared new girl as she speaks softly and nervously to a group of raucous students, hesitating when she attempts to keep them in her class. However, by the end of the show she is a confident and empowered woman, settling down her students with a glance and assuredly dismissing the unwanted interruptions of the office aides. 

Beatrice Schachter (Gabby Jackson) provides a warm , friendly guide for Sylvia as she sassily informs her about the intricacies of teaching at an inner-city school. The eye is drawn to Beatrice whenever she’s onstage focusing on her entertaining expressions. Beatrice is always fully engaged, as evident when she closely follows and reacts to a harsh exchange between Sylvia and her boss.

Charlotte Wolfe, the librarian, (Victoria Johnson) infuses the show with comedy. Peals of laughter erupt from the audience as, hunched over in an ungainly posture, she haggishly shrieks that the library is closed to students, punctuating her announcement with a noticeable twitch. She further develops her character when she ventures away from the library to collect funds for an overdue book, sneering at the carelessness of students before hurrying back to her library.

The myriad students all get their chance to shine in brief interactions or addresses to their teacher through the “suggestion box.” Alice Blake (Megan Crayne Beall) is the archetype of a lovestruck schoolgirl, treating Mr. Barringer, another English teacher, to moony glances and awestruck expressions of adoration. Josie Rodriguez (Aimee Wood) wins over watchers with her shy attitude, always entering the room with her head down and answering questions with a self-conscious stutter. Lennie Neumark (Devon Maslyn) tries to smoothly woo his teacher, showing his affection by standing a little to close to her whenever he comes into the classroom and when addressing her in the suggestion box, attempting to suavely adjust his fauxhawk.

As the many characters of the show undergo touching metamorphoses, Up the Down Staircase emphasizes how important the student-teacher bond is.


by Amanda Lorge of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills Teaches Us Not to Go Up the Down Staircase

The lights go up as students flood through the halls of an old, worn out, New York City high school. A young, naïve teacher awaits her students, excited to express the importance of literature, speech, and first impressions. Little does she know the hardships she will encounter during the school year in Laguna Hills’ performance of  “Up the Down Staircase”.

Collette Astle as Sylvia Barrett, accurately portrays the innocent teacher at the beginning of the show, quietly trying to take roll, getting walked all over by her rule –breaking students, and being unable to control her rowdy classroom. Astle shows connections with the students, reacting honestly to the students and their suggestions. Evolving into a more strong and determined teacher, Astle makes convincing character developments throughout the show.

Victoria Johnson as the librarian commands the stage with her comedic actions. Her twitches, quick scuttle, and precise movements make her character extremely comical. Another comedic character in the show includes Gianna McLaughlin as the school clerk. Her loud obnoxious voice, humorous lisp, and her constant habit of running into doors make her character one to remember. These girls turn smaller roles into ones that the audience will leave laughing about. 

Daniele Bartello as Ellen accurately portrays the good friend to Sylvia Barrett. Her reactions to Sylvia’s letters are very honest and help the audience get in touch with Sylvia’s emotions. Her actions towards Sylvia, helping her through her difficult times, reminds the audience of a realistic, wholesome friend. 

A commendable aspect of the show incorporates the music. The songs help the audience get a feel for the 60’s time period and set moods for many of the scenes. In addition, the spotlight in various scenes, highlight the students and clearly showcase the actor that is speaking. Furthermore, the costumes also help show individuality among the students.

Through comical characters and a few serious moments, Laguna Hills’ performance of “Up the Down Staircase” reminds us of the effort by many teachers to “make a permanent difference in the life of a child”. 


by Julie Michalek of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

Learn More at Laguna’s “Up the Down Staircase”.

Laguna Hill’s “Up the Down Staircase” is a comedy about a new teacher’s struggle to get her students interested in learning. 

Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle), the new teacher, leads the cast transforming her character from the beginning when she is timid and weak, naïve of what high school students are really like, to a strong woman who is in control and can voice her opinion. A notable performance is from Beatrice Schachter (Gabby Jackson), Sylvia’s fellow teacher, with her sassy and sarcastic personality as she races to Sylvia’s aide with life saving advice and witty comments which illuminates her hope when it is enshrouded in darkness.

The librarian, Charlotte Wolf (Victoria Johnson),  causes hysterics as she scuttles onto the stage twiddling her thumbs with a hunched back and neck twitch showing her socially awkward personality. She bursts out into a high pitched, nasally squeal protesting to Sylvia about the dastardly deeds the students have inflicted on her golden books. Another comic character was Sadie Finch (Gianna McLaughlin), the school clerk, who announces the school news with a shrill, piercing voice and exuberant intonation as she stumbles off stage bumping into the door at the end of each speech she makes.

The ensemble of students does a good job starting the show off as an unidentifiable mass of humanity as they talk over the teacher, throw paper, and fall over in their seats. They slowly show their individuality as the play progresses with timid, flirtatious, and rebellious personalities.

The sound (Jake Price) in the show sets the emotion of scenes, especially when students put notes in the suggestion box and there is a melancholy tune playing as each kid tells their sympathetic story. However, the students’ costumes (David Schafer) take away from the time period because they are wearing pants, shoes, and shirts that are characteristic of today. Although the spotlight was shaky when the students were on the risers which made it confusing as to who was speaking, lights showcase people who wrote letters and puts the audience into their mindset.

By the end of the show, Sylvia teaches her students the wonder of education and that they should never give up on themselves despite what other people tell them. “Up the Down Staircase” at Laguna is a show that will have you wanting to learn more.


by Nick Mestakides of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna Hills inspires audiences to embrace caring help

Oftentimes one wishes to feel independent and individual; but sometimes, whether it be in high school or anywhere else in life, one grows restless and tired of fighting the system.  In Laguna Hills High School’s production of “Up the Down Staircase,” one is reminded that letting people care to help one can be beneficial, if one chooses to embrace the support.

Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle) takes the audience on a full circle journey, starting out naïve and slowly learning just as much from her students as they learn from her.  Astle makes her crisis of struggling to communicate with her students a clear strain in moments of slumping in her seat onto her desk with her face buried in her shaking hands and her feet pointed inward in defeat.  She is restrained and quiet when giving instructions over the din of classroom chatter at the beginning of the show, reflecting her meek character.  However, her transformation is clear when in the final scene she dominates the classroom as evident in her strong, tall stance, and clear, calm voice when lecturing and calling on students for input.

Adding comedic relief to otherwise tense moments, Charlotte Wolf (Victoria Johnson), the school librarian, looks toward the floor when speaking, and then cranes her bowed neck toward the other actors when they reply to her panicked concerns regarding overdue books and unpaid late fees.  Upon exiting a scene, Johnson marches with short, swift steps, her elbows tucked in at her sides and her hands anxiously and protectively clasped, and her neck twitching off to one side all the while.

The background and transitional music fits the theme and time period well, allowing the show to flow nicely.  The soft instrumental music enhances the tender mood of the scenes in which the students say their comments placed in the suggestion box, creating sympathy and understanding in the audience as they connect with each student character.

While some costume pieces, such as shoes, don’t appear to blend with the rest of the costuming, other pieces—a denim jumpsuit, high-waisted skirts, and bell-bottoms—indicate the time period nicely.  With music and costumes that transport the audience to a high school in 1969, Laguna Hills teaches the theme that sometimes it proves better for one to stop going “Up the Down Staircase.”


by Torie Flanders of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna’s “Staircase” ascends

The challenge to leave an impression on others drives us to fight against frustration, confusion, and even the “acceptable” rules.  Laguna Hills High School’s performance of “Up the Down Staircase” reminds us that no matter how unwanted or useless we may feel, we always have an impact on the lives of those around us.

When the naïve and idealistic teacher, Miss Sylvia Barrett (Collette Astle) arrives at an inner-city New York high school, she finds unruly students, unhelpful colleagues, and copious and confusing memos.  With shattered hopes and tattered dreams, she is torn between transferring to a more prestigious school or staying to enlighten and brighten the lives of the children who need her most.

Collette Astle completes the perfect transformation from the confused and inexperienced Miss Barrett at the beginning of the show to the strong and in charge “Teach” in the end.  Constantly straightening her clothes or scurrying through students, fading into the mass, Astle personifies nervous optimism with her soft voice and prim speech.  As the action progresses, slowly she becomes more commanding, dominating the stage with swift movements and a joking yet no nonsense air—no longer befuddled but confidant and courageous.

Gabby Jackson portrays the warm and motherly teacher Beatrice “Bea” Schachter.  Her grand, fluid stride and hardy belly laugh exemplify her character’s good nature while her quirky “translations” of the administrative jargon provide sassy and spunky comedic relief in the most serious moments of the serio-comedy.  Contrastingly, when giving Sylvia powerful advice on the meaning of teaching, Jackson’s calm smooth voice delivers lines honestly and coherently.

Honorable mention goes to Victoria Johnson as the odd librarian, Charlotte Wolf.  Shuffling across the stage, hunched over, fingers fluttering in front of her, Johnson uses her brilliant physicality to elicit peals of laughter from the audience, especially when nervously twitching.

Sound, designed and operated by Jake Price, demonstrates the mood as well as the time period of the show through the music choice of the 1960s “golden oldies.”  Also, each cue is expertly delivered with spotless timing, from ambulance sirens to school bells.

All in all, Laguna Hills High School’s “Up the Down Staircase” teaches us that we affect everyone around us, even if it’s just by going the wrong way on the stairs.


by Vinny Tangherlini of Tesoro

--------------------------------------------------

Laguna hills' "up the down staircase" schools audience on ways of life

Laguna Hills' production of "Up the Down Staircase" displays each cast member's incredible ability to develop and maintain an outlandish, but also relatable high school stereotype. 

"Up the Down Staircase" is a comical, but profoundly tragic insight to the status of our education system. A young teacher, Sylvia Barrett  goes to work at an inner city school in New York, in hopes of changing the lives of her students. However, she is met with strong resistance, not only from her rebellious homeroom class, but from the school administration as well. She must decide whether or not her ambition is worth the futures of her students, and learns along the way that you can sometimes learn more from a student than you can teach them. 

Sylvia Barrett's (Collette Astle) character is as meek and shy as her students on the first day of school. With her head bowed, and her hands quietly laid behind her back, Sylvia shuffles into her homeroom, gazing out at the daunting space as if it were filled with poisonous snakes. It is from this weak, almost pathetic child that Sylvia grows alongside her unruly students. As they, the "mob" turn from curious agitation to open hostility towards their oppressive English overlord, so too does Sylvia's innocent nature become calloused with anger and frustration. It is in the wake of Alice Blake's (Megan Crayne Beall) accident, the young girl, who's love struck mind still had time to do the homework Ms. Sylvia assigned her, that the entire class comes together. The student's desks, at first turned away from not only the audience, but also Sylvia, slowly turned to face her, symbolizing not only acceptance, but also a powerful unity created not by discipline or fear, but by love and respect. Sylvia's cold-hearted nature melts away and is replaced by confidence and compassion. No longer does she stay rooted to the front of the class, allowing anger and resentment to grow within her, but she moves about, concern for the future of her students written on every expression, and detailed in all her staging. 

Laguna Hills' "Up the Down Staircase" is a captivating story of one woman's compassion triumphing  over the ignorance of society. With high energy and phenomenal stage chemistry, the entire cast puts on a show to remember. 



by Zach Lilly of Tesoro
